LIFE of Go 


IN THE So 
ö * Oo U L of M A N ö 5 > 
«4 | OK THY. * 
NATURE and EXCELLENC 
Or TYEL 


0 HRISTI IR ELIGIONY 4 | 


Xn new — with eee 
ALTERATIONS. 


By JOSH UA  TOULMIN, A.M. 


To which 20 wh 
MEMOIRS of che AUTHORS 
And ſome PRAYER $ borrowed * 

Biſhop Ho A DLE 'S * 
 Prain ACCOUNT es ACRAMENTS * 


EF ED rere © © © © © © e e 


| TAUNTO N. r 
Printed by J. Poor, and fold by J. Fitting, No. * 
23 Pater-noſter- row, and J. Jonxsou, No 72 
St. Paul's Church - Yard, EL ONDON. 


| * 
A "I a 9 7 
3 * fo : p " 8 
2 MP SK. - ac. 04 
2 > * „ 
F FP ”_ 
. W - 
q —_— > 22 © — — — — —{ﬀc-  - 
* — — 


* 2 
. 8 2 1 ? 
; yy "5 
p * % 
: * 4 
9 * 
F : 
Forty ; 
4 em . 
4: Fo * 4 & 
Fg 
. 


22 


Ci k 1K 9 7 * 
= 1 - = ; 
* * wi hes ak » hats 


TESTS 0-6-5 N 


S- 


- | „„ „ 
y 1 N 1 


oF * 1 As 't0 
— 


— 


RR 
iS. 
% 
- * — Sa 3% 
"a 
* J 
* & 


«60 AV 


ws a 
* 14h 


x * at - 
: * 
*. 
: x 
- 
* - 
* 
6 
1” 
* 
. 
6" > 
- 5 7" 
1 5 
© 
1 8 
- 


dreſſes 
direflio 


languag 
in gen 


1 
i 


: . 
* 

. 3 

1 


+ & . „ * "4 = 
a » . 


dtc A. fs ae edt. VB, 4 N * 4 b 
as & . N ö bo, * Shs. — 
* $ ? 


W 
P R E FA CG E. 


* E he — Treatiſe has paſſat "Rm various 
Editions. It was firſt publiſhed in the Author's Life 
by Dr. Burnet afterwards Lord Biſhop of Sarum, in 
the year 1677. Four impreſſions of it were printed 
off between that year and 1726: when Dr. Cockburn 
publiſhed it with the poſthumous Sermons of the Author... 
Dr Wm. Wiſhart, Principal of the College of Edin- 
burgh publiſhed a ſmall and cheap Edition of it in 1746 
together with all the Prayers ſubjuined to Bp. Hoatly's 
Plain Account of the Sacrament. It has been encou- 
raged and diſtribuled both by the Society for promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge,and by ference gens | 
Anowledge among ie Poor. 

This Account of the different Elitions/and which dos 


not comprehend all the mpreſſions'of it, affords conuin- 


cing Teſtimonies to its Merit and Excellence. The clear 
Jlyle and eaſy mathod of this Piece : the juſt and aimia- 
ble Repreſentations it gives of Religion ; the practical 
Hrain of it ; the force of the motives with which it ad- 
dreſſes the reader ; the plainneſs and propriety of the 
directions it lays down. ; the warmth and energy of the 
language; and the prudence and charity of the Author, 
in generally avoiding maiters of doubiful Diſputation ? 
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if an,adnirer the gogd ſenſe; eplear thoughts 
pat rational piety, , which run through the whole per- 


formance, On theſe grounds, he iruſts, he ſcarcely 
needs offer an apology for preſenting it again to... 
world,and for, endaatpuring to tromafe the recenion 
reading of ut willin tie c circle of his influence. N ** 


The Alterations He has ventured to make © in i, are 
intended either. in Jome inſtances to improve the Style 
| where the words were in ſome degree, obſolete or uncouth 
22 1% brang . i ftilt Rearer, to that Freedom from 
| Mi iſputable- Points, which was evidently the aim of the 
Author. The # Pages, ao he Hoon deve hh 
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ought to be ExA Urls toi 'heir Frocx. It may alſo af- 


ailempt to ſerve the intereft. 5 of refogc? picty and prodj- 
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Whom he would addreſs on his point in the words 
one of the worthy EdHof# e fit. F) 2 
of this lite wort may: i hop e. contribute to the further im- 
provement of their notions « / Religion, and to promote in 
tlebu that rational piety un 1 reat goodneſs. in which they 


ford them-excelleni hints % | be improved upon, according. 
to {the abilities God has gi ben them im theirs public per- 
formance : there are few Paragraphs in this excellent 
bovh, but mays eaok of th. em be profitably anlur geit into 
Sermon. And oh ! my | Brethren, how may it put us 
to the BH und wharctch)  {entufakion bu it raiſe is = 
2 know: that: the) ner Yey drthar f. this! admirable 
book, compoſed it before he was 27 years of age? Ma 


a er to our-ditigence,that | de came to the endand reward 
F his labours before he wa N x © 
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cal teligion,as it hath yield. d him very ſen ſible Meh. 
may by the divine bleſſing, u hich giveth the increaſe to 
* be very ſeruiceal le to _ "TA men.” pe 
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The LIFE of Mr HENRY $COUGAL. 


” | Hen 'SCOUGAL was bora hve the end 


June 1650. He was the fecond Son of Mr. 
Potrick Scougal, who was, Miniſter at Salton;aud then 


' advanced to the See of Aberdeen, which He filled 
fbr more than twenty years from the RTSrOnAT IW. 


Our Author diſcovered. froni the: earlieſt. years, a 
genius and diſpoſuson. ſuitable to the ſacred :charac-- 
ter for which his Father deſigued him. Though his 


| temper was ſweet he generally declined the company 
of thoſe of his on age: and the amuſenicats of 
childhood bad ſcarcely any allurements ſor him. 


But he devoted the time, which is uſually ſpent 1 


- the ſports of that age, to reading. manly reflex ion 


and prayer. He took great pleaſure in liſtening tio 
the converſation of the pious and learned men wh! | 


vided his Father. He rtiade himſelf maller of the 
ſcopę and contents of choſe parts of che holy Serip- 


ture which he daily read. He gave early indications. 


of a mind inclined to the work of the Miniftty; by 
ttile imitations of that ſunctionz and of an inquiſitie 
. temper by inveſtigating in his oun xeflexigns, the 
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peared from his i improvements in literature. He ac- 
quired. when only a boy, 4 fingular Elegante of” 
Style iu the Latin tongue; made a great proficiency 


in the Greek and; Hebrew aud other oriental lau- 


guages; and was converſant in hiſtory and mathe- 
matical ſcience. He entered into the ſpirit of the 


characters in the Roman ftory, and ſought at ouch 
his amuſement and improvement in compoſing Ora⸗ 


tions, and in perſonating with his RN NA the 


Senators. | 
In the 151th. ne 


to the Uuiverſity. Here his deportment was eaſy, 


modeſt and grave. His capacious mind could not 


be filled with the Philoſophy then in uſe, ſaw the 


fucility of it and ſoared above it. By his private 
| Rudy he became Maſter of that Philoſophy which 


has now by its excellence and truth eſtabliſhed itſelf. 


His devotional Taſte endeared to him thoſe philoſo- wt 


Phical Truths which gave right «pprehenfious of of 


God and juſt thoughts of morality and virtue. The | 
Eſſays and Meditations compoſed, in that period of . 
bis life and afterwards publiſhed, are proofs of this, 
and ſpecimeny of eminent genius and piety. In all | | 


meetings of the Students concerning the Commences * 
ments He was made Preũdent: and his diſcourſes to 


As ſoon as he had bniſhed his academical courfe, 


| ke was choſen Regent * Here be 
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The Liſe e Henry Seougal.. bt 


preſerved his authority among the unruly; and con- 
ciliated by his kindneſs their affeftion. He was the 
firſt, who introduced into the Univerſity ; at Aber. 
deen the modern Philoſophy : but he did not fatisfy 


- himſelf with initiating the Students into philoſophi- 


cal ſcieycewithoutpointingout its utility to exalttheir | 
apprehenſions of the divine wiſdom and benevolence, 
and 10 beget purity and elevation of mind. He u- 


ſually devoted the Lord's Day Evening to diſcourſe | 


with them on the folly and heinouſneſs of impiety 
and vice, and on the advantages and excellencies ot 
Religion : while he affectionately addreſſed to them 
apart in private thoſe particular admonitions, which 
their peculiar characters ſuggeſted. Such was his diſ- 
intereſted attention to the obligations of his office, 
that he ſuffered ſome Students to be expelled, who 
obſtinately refuſed to make the conceſſions and pay 
thierMulct that would have ſecured a pardon for their 
irregularities: though his paying it their name 
would have been accepted; and their expulſion was 

a great detriment to his own intereſt, 


At the age of twenty three Mr. Scougal having 
been Regent for four years was _— 
Mfhiſtry : and ſettled at Auchterleſs, à fmall village - 


about twenty miles from Aberdeen, He fulfilled the 


duties of this character with aſfection and zeal: ca- 
techifing with great plainneſs and tenderneſs ;' re- 
viving the uſe of lectures, or of commenting upon 
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| nels, but dignity; with WEE and pathos, at 2 
ing hiraſelf to the tempers and underſtanding of the” 


flant attendance on public worſhip and to regularity | 

in appe pearing at the beginning ol it. e cheriſhed 

with holy % light the frſt $ Symptoms I 

| and eſtcemed i it, When! it diſcovere ilelf in 1 1 us 
Al 


of the loweſt rank. © valued. more, it is 
humble 1 innocence and chearful contentment t and re- 


the more goodly appearances of others. 4 


* ts See 54 ' experience as a he quali- | 
fied hini to recommend as an uſeful he þ for the com '- 
fit tlon o Jermons. the making of the Topi 
#hie next Lord's $ Day, 75 the i je o 
—_— in the e precedin Fare 

ant fe ctondle, tram 9 5 ke 225 2 7 f 


AY, benefit g 25 bt! p treſerve a. humble, 
and; grave in the delivery of e 
| Fo ene e recolleci ons of t AU divine. tre ſenc 
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cred . f 
from a heart thoroughly endowed withthe di 
e worde expre/] &;. and was not direfted bya. Stud) 
the btare?'s temper, and the choice of Fuck — — 
ns words, as were * — to impreſs their minds» 


of goodneks : J 


fignation of one. poor woman in that place chan A 


| wal ſerious attention © t tory of Cod and the ev 4240 


large pdttiods of Scripture; ; preachivg with p war 


people and endeavouring ro bring them to a con- 
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ul tons towards 5 heaven, . He thought thet £ 
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The Life of Henry Scongal. NM 

W Ergee. 
my | removed | to a ſtation ol greater em nepce and more 

mY 3 extenſive uſefulneſs, being hn Profelior of Ni- 
12 vinity, i in the King s College, Aberdeen. by the unan- : 
. ity imous voice of the Clergy, though his great diffi- 
Wet 32 dence and modeſty refiſted for ſome time their ſoli- 
+. citations. In this ſtation his great aim was to Gt the 
"AS ' Studegts for the ſerious, faithful and Kiltul diſcharge 
_- | of the ded ing of the miniſterial FunQiop.. As the 
1 ject of this is not ſo much the management 
v of of 451. as darefting men to the practice of 
e | religion and goodneſs W ag them io eternal 
11 life, He fh ule] rather io lefſen th 44 mc pe 
RIES 1 poems content 47 WH, _ 


bogen and . love of woes: Aer be had 
guarded his Pupils agaiuſt the mo | common artifi= 
ces of the Roman Miſſionaries i in age Proſelytes 
5 and cleared the moſt ge 4 = SE the 
Goſpel; the r j<as of Ts. nee 
which he propbſed MN 
inical Divinity . Once a year, in Ay — — 
the College was full, he addreſſed the Students in 2, 
very ſerious and aſſectionate Diſeoutſe iu Engliſt on 
the importance and duties of the Minifiry. Me al- 
ways ſtudied to render his private converſation wil 
de de as be pid lten, He deen 


($i; N Life of Henry Seougal. 


Them to free acceſs to him: was careful to direct 
them to the uſe of proper books; and enlarged his 
own library with the kind deſign of furniſhing» it 
with a greater variety of books for their peruſal. 


Inceſſant Study ſoon impaired his health, „ 
bout the twenty ſeventh year of his age he fell into 
a Canſumption, which waſted him by ſlow degrees, 

He ſupported his ſickneſs with the greateſt meekneſs 


Providence, nor the leaft harſh ex preſſion to any that 
waited on him dropt from his lips. His ſoul was 
rapt into admiration of God's goodneſs and was 
cheered with humble confidence in his mercy. When 
his Friends came to viſit him, he would fay, He 
had reaſon | to bleſs God it was not worſe with him 
than it was.” Almoſt the laſt words he ſpake were to 
this purpoſe: ** When you have the charity to 1e- 
member me in your prayers, do not think me a bet- 
ter man than I am; but look on me indeed as I am. 
a a miſerable Sinner. He died in the greateſt calm- 
* nefs, on the goth- day of June, 1678, in the twen- 
ty Sn year of his age. £E | 
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| „ 
The diſpoſition and charadler of this 3 
Man can fcarcely be deſcribed in a more expreſſi ve 
as well as comprehenſive manner than in this ſhort 
' Enlogium beſtowed on him by Bp. Burnet, when 


be publiſhed Mr. Scougal's Treatiſe on an 


and chearfulneſs; not one reflexion on the divine 


earn 


inlin 
their 


was a fincere and hearty Friend; 
ſenlibly affected bim. as the calamities of his Friends: | 


The Life of Henry Scougal. if 


Cod. inthe Soul of Man, He faid, „that the bobk 


was a Tranſcript of thoſe divine impreſſions that 


were on the Authors heart, and that Hie had written 
nothing but what he himſelf did well feel and know” 


To what hath heen already ſaid, it may be proper . 
to ſubjoin two or three particulars, which illuſtrate 
this character. 


He was careful to obſerve all the ſteps of Provi- 


| dence; expreſſed a grateful ſenſe of its goodneſs, when 
his own deſigus were eroſſed; and aimed at an abſo- 


lute refignation to the will of God, as the very life 
of all graces. 
love; which, ſtrongly expreſſed in his air and coun 
tenance, atiracted the hearts of men at firſt ſight. 


His Soul was as wide as the world, and every man 


was the object ot his good will. All the harm he 
could do his Enemies was to pray for them more 
earneſily. Speaking of his own failings was the 
inſinuating art he uſed to admoniſh his friends of 
theirs. And when he wiſhed to provoke any of 
them to piety or good works, he related inſtances of 
the ſame in others of his acquaintance. He laid by 
2 portion of the firſt money he gained at the Univer- 


fity for the relief of the poor, before he made any 


uſe of it himſelf, and'thro' the reſt of his life always 
devoted a part of his income to charitable uſes, He 
nothing fo 


while ; 
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-His heart was full of ſweetneſs and 
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| while their proſpe 
chear bis pirit as to haye eyen an influence « on his 
- ſickly y and i in ſome degree revive its "health. 
ar was he of 3-4 wiſhing to eng roſs the kindneſs | of 
his friends, it was his popped © ad del de fight to propo- 
te friendſhip, eſpecially amon thoſe, who appear- 
4 ſuited to 22 Sh 115 practice N, 
and goodneſs, In his very youth would he fay ; 
_**that abſtraQing from the will of God, mere curioſ- 
ity would make him long for another world, it being 
a tedious thing to ſeeſtill the ſame dull play ated o- 
ver again here.” And the hurry and deſigus of this 
warld, he declared, looked 10 him like the ſcuffle of 
children and fools. He Was indifferent as to diet 


and ex preſſed a ſurpriſe, when he faw chriſtians nice 


and voluptuous, about meats and drinks and warm- 
ly profefling their reliſh for particular difhes, as as if 
their belly was their God, His coarſe fare, hard 
lodgiag, dreary Solitude and want of proper conve- 
uniences againſt inclement ſeaſons, when he reſided in 
his country pariſh, were the talk of others and exci- 
ted their compaſſion ; but were ſupported by him 
with perfe& patience and contentment. No Events 
deprived lim of his chearfulnefs and ſerenity. He 
uſed to ſay. that as he bleſſed God he was not natu- 
rally melancholy, ſo he thought an acquined me- 
Jancholy was ſcandalous in a Clergyman,— e 


freedom with which he converſed with the meaueſt 
> paid to Children 


Were 


aud * afſectionate attention þ 


Jus events were obſerved ſo to 


tural v 
the un 
ſinderi 
expref 


ſenſibl 
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Nie Bile fly cbügel. | Is 


were woe. of botk his benevolence 294 humility 


4 


ances, nor by affeding to } is than chem; to court 
praiſe. He quickly calmed his ſpirit, when the na- 
tural warmth of his temper at any time broke out: 
the undiſguiſed fimplicity of his manner evinced the 
ſinderity of thoſe low thoughts of himſelf he ever 
exprefſcd : and all who converſed with him were 
ſenſible of the lowlineſs of his mind. 


Mr. Scoucar.'s Works conſiſt of 
The Life of God inch Soul“ of Man. 
Nine Sermons e 
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Eſſays, M vine, 1 
Which af 5 55 mn ar. 
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Memoriæ Sacrum; 
Henzxicuvus Scove4 t.. 
Reverendi in Chriſto Patris Patevely, 
Epiſcopi Aberdonenfis+ filius ; 
Philo/ophie in hac Academia Regia, 
Fer quadriennium,totid annis 
Ibidem Theologie Profeſſor": 
Eccleſia in Auchterleſs,uno anno interlite, Tyne 
Multa in tam we + pr — 
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Cali avidus, & celo. maturus, x 2 : 
Obiit anno Dom. mpcLxxvIn. 
E 
Et hic exuuias, mortalitatis pott. 
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The Occofion of 1 Diſcourſe 


bee ee 
My Dear Friend, . 241 ot l yig co 


Ps en doth give * 2 Tide to an 
the endeavours whereby L can ſerve your inter- 


eſts; and your pious inclinations do ſo happily 
conſpire with my duty. chat I ſhall not need to ſtep 
out of my road to gratify you ; but I may at once 
perform an office of friendſhip, and diſcharge an ex- 
erciſe of my function, ſince the advancing of virtue 
and holineſs (which I hope you make your greateſt 
fludy ) is the peculiar buſineſs of my imployment. | 
This therefore is the moſt proper inſtance wherein I 
can vent my afſection, and expreſs my gratitude to- 
wards you, and I ſhall not any longer delay the 
performance of the promiſe I made you to this pur- 
Poſe: for though I know you are provided with. 
: 5 | etter 


„ INTRODUCTION. 


| better helps of this nature, than any L can offer you L 
nor are you like to meet with any thing here which 


you knew not before, yet I am hopeful, that what 


cometh from one whom you are pleaſed to honour 
with your friepdihip, and which is more particular- 
ly defigned for your uſe, will be kindly accepted by 


you, and God's Providence perhaps may fo direct 


my thoughts, that ſomething or other may prove 
uſeful to you. Nor ſhall I doubt your pardon, if 
for moulding mv diſcourſe into the better frame, I 


lay a low foundation, beginning with the nature and 


propertics of Religion, and all along give ſuch way 
to my thoughts in the proſecutiun of the ſubject, as 
may bring me to ſay many things which were not 
neceſſary, did I only conſider to whom I xm writ- 
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CHAPTER, i. r 


* | On the Nature of true Religion, 
ich Sed. 1 Miſtakes about Religion. Seck. 2 What 
hat "Religion, is. Sed. 3 Tis Propertits, as (i) Its her- 
*. | ©" manency, and Stability, Sect. 4 (2) Its Freedom 
and,  unconſtrainedneſs. SeQ. 5 A principle of di- 
* ee vine life ; Sea. 6 ER from the natural 
8 a life which is explained ; and Seck. 7 the, differ- 
* | 5 tendencies it conſiderel. Sect. $ It is more 
. 4 | 17 fhewn, wherein the druint life doth 7 
5 5 as the root bf it is Faith, and the branches 
1 it are lobe to Cod, | Charity to f 5 Purity and Hu- 
44 mility. Sect. 9 Moſt clearly underſtood by actions, 
2 eech b the . of Cri Secl. 10 (1) The , 
— love of God exemplified i in our Saviour. Sect 11 4 
it- His charity to Men. Sect 12 (3) His Purity. 
A Sea. 13 (4) His * 4 Prayer. | 

x I Cannot ſpeak of Rdigion, 1 bot : muſt Hans 


that among ſo many pretenders to it, {0 few un- 
derſtand what it means; ſome placing it in the un- 
derſtanding, in orthodox notions and opinions, and * 
all che account they can give of their Religion iss 
that they are of-this or the other perſuaſion, and 
f have join d themſelves to one of thoſe many Sects 
3 into which the Chriſtian world is moſt ' unhappily 
— divided. Others place it in the outward man, in a 
cionſtant 
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conſtant : courſe of external. duties,” and a moglel-of 
performances ; if they live peaceably wich * 
neighbours, keep a temperate diet, obſerve 


turns of worſhip, frequenting the Church, or Their 


cloſet, and. ſometimes extend their hands to the re- 
lief of the poor, they think they have ſufficiently 
acquitted theraſelyes. Others again put all Rebigi- 


on in the alfectiobs, i in rapturous heats and exſtatick F 
devotion, and all they aim at is to prey with paſſi- | 


on, and think of Heaven with pleaſure, and to be 
affected with thoſe kind and melting ex pre ſſions 
wherewith they court their Saviour, till they per- 
ſuade themſelves that they ; are mightily i in love with 
him, and from thence aſſume à great confidence of 
their ſalvation, which they eſteem the chief of chriſt- 
iau Graces. © Thus are theſe things which have a- 
ny reſemblance of Piety, and at the beſl are but 
means of obtaining it, or but particular exerciſes of 
it, frequently 'miſtaken for the whole of Religion | 
nay ſometimes wickedneſs and vice pretend: to that 

name. I ſpeak not now of thoſe groſs impietics 
wherewith the Heathens were wont to worſhip their 


Gods; there are but too many Chriſtians who 


would conſecrate their vices, and hallow their cor- 
rupt affectious, whoſe rugged humour and ſullen 
pride muſt paſs for Chriſtian ſeverity, whoſe fierce 
wrath, and bitter rage againſt their enemies muſt be 
called holy zeal, whoſe petulancy towards their ſu- 
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periors, or rebellion againſt their goyernors,. muſt 
have the name of Chriſtian courage and reſolution. 


Fed. 2. But certainly Religion is quite ano- 
ther thing, and they who are acquainted with it, 
will entertain far different thoughts, and Uifdain all 
thoſe ſhadows and falſe imitations of it : They know 
by experience chat true Religion is an Union of 
ine Soul with God, a real participation of the di- 


. vine nature, the very image of God drawn upon 


the Soul, or in the Apolle's phraſe, it is Chriſt 
formed within us. Briefly, I knownot how the na- 


ture of Religion. can be more fully exprelſed than 
, by. calling i it a divine l ife ; ;_ and under thee terms 1 


Jhall diſcourſe of it, ſhewivg firſt how. it is called a 
life, and then how it is termed e 


. Seck. 3. I chooſe to expreſs it by the name of 
life, firſt becauſe of its permanency and flabiluy : . 
Religion is not a ſudden ſtart or paſſion of the mind 


not though it ſhould riſe to the height of a rapture, 


and ſcem to tranſport a man to extraordinary per- 
formances. There are few but have convictions of 


he neceſſity of doing {omething for the ſalvation of 


theig ſouls, which may puſh them forward ſome 


_ Reps with a great deal of ſceming haſte, but anon 
. they flag and give over; they were in a hot mood, 
Dato they dil froceforth oth 


| and 
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and high, but are quickly withered, becauſe they 
| had no root in themſelves. Theſe ſudden fits may 
be compared to the violent and convulſi ve motions 
of bodies newly beheaded, cauſed by the agitations 
of the animal ſpirits, after the Soul is departed, 
which however violent and impetuous, can be of no 
long continuance ; whereas the motions of holy 
Souls are conſtant and regular, proceeding from 2 
permanent and lively principle, It is true this 
divine life continueth not always. in in that fa 
ſerength and vigour, but many times ſuffers ſad de- 
cays, and holy men find greater difficulty 1 in refill 
ing temptations, and leſs alacrity in the peformance 


Y their duties; yet it is not quite extinguiſhed, nor 


re they abandoned to the power of thoſe corrupt 
— which ſway and over-rule the reſt of 
the world. 1 4 


* 


$4. 4- Again, Religion may be deſcribed * 
the name of life, becauſe it is an inward, free and 


ſelf-moving principle, and thoſe who have made 


| rels in it, are not acted only by external mo- 
tives, driven merely by threatnings, nor bribed by 
promiſes, nor conſtrained by laws ; but are powerd 
fully melined to that which is oed. and delight in 
the performance of it : The love which pious men 
Dear to God and goodneſs, is wor $6 xtuck Þy vious. 
of u command enjoining them fo to do, as by a 
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new nature inſtructing and prompting him to it ; 
nor doth he pay his devotions as an unavoidable 
tribute only to appeaſe the divine juſtice, or quiet 
his claniourous conſcience, but thoſe religious exer- 
eiſes ate the proper emanations of the divine liſe, 
the natural employmens of the new born Soul. 
He prays and gives thanks, and repents, not only 
becauſe theſe things are commanded, but rather be- 


goodneſs, and of the folly and miſery of a finful life; 
his charity is not forced, nor his alms extorted from 
him, his love makes him willing to give; and 
though there were no outward obligation, his heart 
would deviſe liberal things ; myuſtice. or intemper- 
ance, and all other vices, are as contrary to his tem- 
per and conftitution, as the baſeſt actions are to the 
moſt generous ſpirit, and impudence and ſcurrility 
to thoſe who are naturally modeſt :- ſo that I may 
well ay with St. Jokn, Whoever is born of God doth 


not commit fin ; for his ſeed remaineth in him, and ht. 


cannot fin becauſe. he is born of God. Though holy 
and religious perſons do much eye the law of God 


and have a great regard unto it, yet it is not fo 


much the ſanction of the law, :av-ats: reaſonableneſs 


and purity and goodneſs, which do prevail with 


them; they account it excellent and deſirable ' in 
itſelf aud that in keeping it there is great #eward 1 
and that divine love wherewith they are ranged 
them become a La unto themſclves. + 
Quis legem det amantibus ?: 
; Mayor eft amor lex is ſe Abi. 


cauſe. he is ſeuſible of his wants, and of the divine 


3 | 
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Who fhall preſeribe a Law to thoſe that love? | 
Lees s a more ** which doth them move, 


Ltd 


ins word, wer ene bind Saviour aid of hits 
ſelf is in ſome meaſure applicable to his followers, 


that it is thetr meat and drink to do their Father's will: 
and as the natural appetite is carried out towards 


food, though we ſhould not reſlect ont the neceſſity 


ol it for the preſervation of our lives ; fo are they 
carried with à natural and unforced bias towards 
that which is good and commendable. It is true, 
external motives are many times of great uſe to excite 


and ſtir up this inward principle, eſpecially in its 


infancy and weakneſs, when it is often fo languid- 
that the man himſelf can ſcarcely diſcern it. hardly 
being able to move one ſtep forward, but when he 
is urged by his hopes or his fears, By the preſſure 
of an afflict ion or the ſenſe of a mercy, by the au- 
chority of the law or the perſuaſion of others. Now 
if ſuch a perſon be conſcientious and uuiform in his 
obedicnce, and earneſily groaning under the ſenſe of 
his: dulnefs, and deſirous to perform his duties 
with more ſpirit and vigour; theſeare the firſt mo- 
tions of the divine lite, which though it be faint 


and weak, will ſurely be cheriſhed by iber inf 


ces of Heaven, and grow into greater maturity. 

But he who is utterly deſtitute of this inward prin- 
cCiple, and doch not aſpire unto it; but contents him 
felf with * r whereunto he is 


Rn 
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a promipeal by Adrien r 


Hell, or carnal notions of Heaven, can no more be 
accounted a religious perſon, than a puppet can be 
called a man. This forced and artificial Religion 


is commonly heavy and languid, like the motion of 


a weight forced upward ; it is cold and ſpintleſs, 
like the uneaſy compliance of a wife married againſt 


her will, who carries it dutifully toward the huſ- 
band whom ſhe doth not love, out of ſome ſenſe of 
virtue or honour. Hence alſo chis religion is ſcant 
and niggardly, eſpecially in thoſe duties which do 
_ greateſt violence to men's carnal inclinations, -and 


thoſe {laviſh ſpirits will be fure to do no more than 


4s, abſolutely required ; tis a Law that compels 
them, and they will be loath to go beyond what it 
ſtinte them to, nay, they will ever be putting ſuch 
gloſſes on it, as may leave themſelves the greateſt _ 
| liberty; whereas the ſpirit of true religion is frank 
and liberal, far from tuch peeviſ and narrow regk- 


omng , and he who hath given himſelf gate of | 


ed. 3 By this time I hope it doth appear 


that Religion is with a great deal of reaſon term- 


ed @ life or vital principle, and that it is very ne- 
ceflary to diſtinguiſh betwixt it, and that obedience 
. Which is conſtrained, and depends on external canſ- 
8. 1 come next to give an account why I de- 

G ſeribed 


ac . 
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. ſcribed i it by the PIN" divine life: and fo it may 1 
be called, not only in regard of its fountain and o:. 
—  -xiginal, having God for its author, and being 
| wrought in the ſouls of men by the power of his 
. holy Spirit, and by the word of truth ; but alſo in 
regard of its nature, Religion being a zcfemblance 
| 


of the divine perfefions, the image of the Almighty 


Ibining i 

E- of his nature, it is a beam of the eternal 
light, a Gtop of that inhalte ocean of yoodnels 3 

| and they who are endued with it, may be ſaid to 7 
have den dwelling in de Souls, and bitt format | 
within them. + | 


in the Soul of man: nay it is a real parti- 


| $2. 6. Before I deſcend to « more particular 
a conſideration of that divine life wherein true Reli- 
gion doth conſiſt, it will perhaps be fit to park 4 
| Title of that natural or animal life which prevails in 
choſe who wre ſtrangets to the other: and by this 
1 unclerſtand nothing elſe, but bur inclination ad 
porn towards hoſe things which are _—_ 
And l acceptable to nature: or felf-Tove ifſuing 
1 and ſpreading itſelf into as many branches as men 
| have ſeveral appetites and inclinations : The root 
| andToundation of the atinallife F reckon to be ſe, 
| taking it largely, 2s it is oppoſed un keithy md 
importeth our perception and Tetifation' of dg, 
that are either grateful or troubfeſoant to uu. NU 
eee _ 


LL. cu os wu wn f  w Timm mnas>S © 


| 


in the Soul of Man: X 11 


— . 
qus or | blameable ; nay they are inſtances of the 


ſuch appetites as tend to the preſervation and wel» 
fare of thei Iven. Theſe are inſtead of a Law un- 
to the'brute beaſt, whereby they are directed towards 
_ the ends for which they were made hut man be» 
ing made for higher purpoſes, and to be guided by 
more excellent laws, becomes guilty and criminal 
when he is ſo far tranſported hy the inclinations of 
this lower life, as to violate his duty, ar neg 
the higher and more noble deſigns of his creation. 
Our natural affe&ions are not wholly to be extripa- 
ted aud deſtroyed, but only to be moderated and o- 
ver· ruled by a ſuperior and more execlient princj- 
ple. In a word, the difference betwixt a relig:ous 
and wicked man is, that in the one the divine 
F 


- Se. 7. Bat ic is ſtrange to obſerve unto what 
different courſes this natural principle will ſome- 
times carry thoſe wha are wholly guided by it, ac» 
cording to the divers circumſtances that concur with | 
it to determine them : aud the not conlidering this 
doth frequently oceaſion very dangerous miſtakes, 
making men think well of themſelves by reaſon of 
that ſeeming difference which is betwixt them and 
others, whereas perhaps their actions da all the 
while 
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while flow W one and the ſame original. If we 
| conſider” the natural temper, and conſlitution of 


men's Souls, we ſhall find ſome to be airy, fralick- 


ſome and light, which makes their behaviour extra- 
vagant & ridiculous; whereas others are naturally fe. 
rious and ſevere, and their whole carriage compoſed 


into ſuch gravity as gains them a great deal of re- 


yerence and eſteem. Some are of an humourous, 
rugged and moroſe temper, and can neither be pleaſ- 
ed themſelves, nor endure that others ſhould beſo; 
but all are not born with ſuch ſourkunhappy diſpo- 
fitions, for ſome perſous have a certain ſweetneſs and 


benignity rooted in their natures, and they find the 


greateſt pleafure in the endearments of ſociety, and 
the mutual complacency of friends, and covet no- 
thing more than to have every body obliged to 
them: And it is well that nature hath provided 
this complectional tenderneſs to ſupply the defect of 


true charity in the world, and to incline men to do 


ſomething for one another's welfare. Again, in re- 
gard of education, ſome have never been taught to 
follow any other rules, than thoſe of pleaſure or ad- 
vantage ; but others are ſo inured to obſerve the 
ſtricteſt rules of decency and hogonr, and ſome in- 
ſtances of virtue, that they are hardly capable of do« 
ing any thing which they have been accuſtoinci? ts 
look upon as ers eh nr. 8 7 5 ; 


Tn fine, it is no all auen the ar 
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pf meer nalural men that doth ariſe, from the 
gth of weakneſs of their wit or judgment, and 

from their care or negligence i in uſiog them. Intem- 
perance and luſt, injuſtice and oppreſſion, and all 
thoſe other i impieties which abound in the world, 
and render it ſo miſerable, are the iſſues of ſelf-love, 
the effect of the animal life, when it 18 neither o- 
ver: powered by religion, nor governed by natural 
reaſon; but it it once take hold of reaſon, and get 


: judgment and wit to be of its party, it will many 


times diſdain the groſſer fort of vices, and ſpring 
up unto fair imitations of virtue and goodneſs, II 
a man have but ſo much reaſon as to conſider the 
prejudice which intemperance and inordinate luſt 
do bring uato his health, his fortune and his repu- 
tation, ſelf- love may ſuffice to reſtrain him: and 
one may obſerve the rules of moral juſtice in deal- 
ing with others, as the beſt way to ſecure his o 
intereſt, and maintain his credit in the world. But 
this is not al, this natural principle by the help of 
reaſon may take a higher flight, and come nigher 
the inſtances of Piety and Religion : it may incline 


2 man to the diligent ſtudy of divine truths , for 


why Thould not theſe as well as other ſpeculations 
be pleaſant and grateful to curious arid” inquiſitive 
minds ? It may make a man zealous in maintain- 


lan propagating ſuch opinions as they have 
A deſirous that others ſhould 
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kubmit unto their judgment, and approve the 
 - choice of Religion which themſelves have made: 
de fon oh, mag eee e 
cellent diſcourſes about matters of Religion; for 
eloquence is very pleaſant whatever be the ſubjeR : 
2 diſpoſe to no ſmall height of ſen- 
fible devotion. The glorious things that are ſpo- 
nf norm fits! qarnagher.. fon in love 
with it, the metaphors and ſimilitudes made uſe of 
in Seripture of crowns and ſcepters, and rivers of 
Pleaſure &c. will cafily affect a man's fancy, and. 
make him wiſh to be there, though he neither un- 
derſtands nor deſires thoſe ſpiritual pleaſures which 
[| are deſeribed and ſhadowed forth by them: and 
when ſuch a perſon comes to believe that Chrift has 
| feel a hind of tenderneſa and affeQion towards: fo 
great a benefaQor, aud imagine that he is mightily 
enamoured with him, and yet all the while contin- 
| ve 3 Riranger to the holy temyer and ſpirit of the 
blefſed Jeſus ; And what hand the natural conſtitu- 
tion may have in the deyotions of ſome melancholy . 
| RT; hath been n 
W. 


| n 
1 amn life pleaſant, or himſelf eminent and conſpie | 
1 e the wor „** 
ed 


inthe Soul of Man. * 


ed by wk and maſon may . and 
cho I do not condemn theſe things in 1hemſclves; 
yet id-conterns us nearly to know and. conſider their 
miture, both that we may keep within dur bounds, 
and alſo that we may learn never to vnde ourſelves 
on the account of ſuch attainments, nor lay the fireſs 
of Religion upon our natural appctizes or perforta« 


ett. 8. It is now time to retura to the eonfiders 
ation of that divine life wherdof I was tlifcouting 
before, that life wich is id with Ciriff in God, and 
therefore hath no glorivus ſhew or appearance in 
—— OO IERY 
GEE Is J; 


— HR vonfiſierk fb Ale waved ind 
confined joe which is tetifihated vi a that's Wh = 
af In Nis inclinations toward thoſe thidge Mar ave 

pleaſing to nature; fo the Uivine, life Rand in an 
ufiverſal and unbounded affeftion, and in de mah; 
tery over our natural inclinations, thatthey may ne- 
ver be able pigs © EIT. we 


know to be blameable. | LES 


The root of the Dau if th; the chef 
branches are love to God, Marity E 
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and vulgar, and make no extraordinary ſound, yet 
do they carry ſuch a mighty ſenſe; that the tongue 
of man or angel can pronounce nothing more weigh- 
ty or excellent. Faith hath the ſame place in the 
divine life which feuſe hath in the natural, being in- 
deed nothing elſe but a kind of ſenſe, or feeling per- 
ſuaſion of ſpiritual things: It extends itſelf unto all 


divine truths; but in our fallen eſtate, it hatha | 
pecuhar relation to the declarations of God's mercy 


and reconcileableneſs to ſinners thro' a Mediator, 
and therefore receiving its denominatiou . from that 


— ordinarily termed Faith in Jeſus 


The love of God is a delightful- and affeftionate 
ſenſe of the divine perfections, which makes the 
Squl zefign and ſacrifice itfelf wholly unto him, 
defiring above all things to pleaſe him, and de- 


Uszhting in nothing ſo much as in fellowſhip and 
communion, with him, and being ready to do or 


foffer any thing for his ſake, or at his pleaſure. 
Though this affection may have its firſt riſe from 
the favours and and mercies of God towards onr- 
ſelves, yet doth it in its growth and progreſs riſe 
above particular confiderations, and ground itfelf 
on bis infinite goodneſs maniſeſled in all the works 


| of creation and provided. n 


in the Soul of ir. 17 


with divine hs muſt needs be inlarged towards all 


mankind in a ſincere and unbounded affection, be- 
cauſe of the Relation they have to God being his 


creatures, and having ſomething of his image ſlamp- 


ed upon them : and this is that Charity I named as 


the ſecond branch of Religion, and under which 


all the parts of juſtice, all the duties we owe to our 
neighbour are eminently comprehendled : for he 
who doth truly love all the world will be nearly 
concerned in the intereſt of every one, and fo far 
from wronging or injuring any perſon, that he 
will reſent any injury that befals others, as n 
happened to himſelf. 


By Purity 1 underſtand a due abſtractedneſs from 


| the body, and maſtery over the inferior appetites : 
or ſuch a temper and diſpoſition of mind, as makes 


a man deſpiſe and abſtain from all pleafures and de- 
lights of ſenſe or fancy which are finful in them- 
ſelves, or tend to extinguiſh or leſſen our reliſh of 


more divine and intellectual pleaſures, which doth 
alſo infer a reſoluteneſs to undergo all thoſe hard- 

ſhips, he may meet with in the performance of his 
duty: fo that not only chaſtity and temperance, 


but alſo chriſtian courage and magnanimity my 
come * 


 Henilig | imports a deep ſenſe of our own mean- 


; efs, with a hearty and _— 3 


* 
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of our owing all that we are to the divine bounty ; 
| Which is always accompanied with a profound ſub- 
miſſion to the will of God, and great deadneſs to- 
'wards the glory of the world, and the applauſe of 
men. | 


Theſe are the higheſt perſections that either men 


or angels are capable of, the very foundation of hea- 
ven laid in the foul, and he who hath attained them 
needs not defire to pry into the hidden rolls of God's 
decrees, ox ſearch the volumes of Heaven to know 
what is determined about his everlaſting condition; 
but he may find a copy of God's thoughts concern- 


ing him written in his own breaſt. His love to 


God may give him aſſurance of God's favour to him 
and thoſe beginnings of happineſs which he feels 
in the conformity of the powers of his Soul to the 
nature of God and compliance with his will, are 


a ſure pledge that his lelicity will be perfected and 


continued to all eternity: And it is not without 
reaſon that one ſaid, I had rather ſee the real impreſ- 
ſions of a God-like nature upon. my own Soul, than 
have a viſion from Heaven, or an Angel ſent to tell me 
| that my name were enrolled in the book of life. 


Set. 9. When we have ſaid all that we can, 
the inward affe&ions of a new nature and divine life 


can never he ſufficieutly expreſſed; language and 
words cannot reach them ; nor can they be truly 


underſtood 


= 


in the Soul of Man: 19 


underſtood but by thoſe Souls that are enkindled 
within, and awakened unto the ſenſe and reliſh of 
ſpiritual things, There is @ ſpirit in man, and the in- 
ſbiration of the Almighty giveth this underſlanding. 
The power and life of Religion may be better ex- 
preſſed in aftions than in words, becauſe actions are 
more lively things, and do better reprefent the in- 
ward principles whence they proceed, and therefore 
we may take the beſt meaſure of thoſe gracious en- 
dowments, from the deportment of thoſe in whom 


they reſide, eſpecially as they are perfectly exempli- 


fied in the holy life of our blefled Saviour; a main 
part of whoſe buſineſs in this world was to teach by 
his practice what he did require of others, and to 
make his own converſation an exact reſemblance of. 
thoſe unparallell'd rules which he preſcribed : lo that 


| if ever true goodneſs was viſible to mortal eyes it 


was when his preſence did Tera” 
this lower world. | 


Sect. 10. That ria and devout affetion wha. 


with his bleſſed Soul did conſtantly burn towards 
his heavenly Father, did expreſs itſelf in an entire 


reſignation to his will, iv was this that was his 
ven meat to do the will, and finiſh the work of. 
him that ſent him. This was the exerciſe of his 
childhood, and the conſtant employment of his ri- 
per age, he ſpared no travail or pains while he was 
Sow his Father's bulineſs, but took fuch infinite 


content 


% ms it on 


content and ſatisfaction in the perſormance of is, 


that when being faint and weary with bis journey 
he refted himſelf on Jacob s well, and intreated War. 
ter of the Samaritane woman; the ſucceſs of his 
conference with her, and the acceſſion that he made 
to the kingdom of God, filled his mind with ſuch 


delight, as feemed to have redounded to his very | 


body, refreſhing his ſpirits, and making him forget 


the thirſt whereof he complained before, and refuſe 


the meat which he had ſent his diſciples to buy. 
Nor was he lefs patient and ſubmiſſive in ſuffering 
the will of God, than diligent in doing of it : 'he 
endured the ſharpeſt afflictions, and extreameſt 
miſeries that ever were inflicted on any mortal, with- 
out a repining thought, or diſcontented word. For 


tho' he was far from a finpid inſenſibility, or a 


phanteflic or ftoical obſtinacy, and had as quick ry 
ſenſe of pain as other men, and the deepeſt appre- 
henſion of what he was to ſuffer in his Soul, ( as his 


Hoody fweat, and the ſore amazement and ſorrow which 


| he profeſt do abundantly declare] yet did he intire- 
ly fubmit to that ſevere diſpenſation of providence, 
and willingly acquieſced in it. | 


And he prayed to God, that if i it were „ bete 
or (as one of the evangeliſls hath it,) if ke were will- 
ing that cup might be removed : yet he gently ad- 
died, nevertheleſs not my will zut thine be done. Of 


wane ſtrange importance at Tt 


I invo the world; and concludes, Father glorify thy 
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12. 27 where he firſt acknowledgeth the anguiſh of 
his ſpirit, Now is my Soul troubled, which would 
ſeem to produce a kind of demurre, And what ſhall 
TI fay ; and then he goes to deprecate his ſufferings, 
Father, ſave me from this hour ; which he had no 
ſooner uttered, but he doth as it were, on ſecond 


thoughts recal it in theſe words, Bul for this. cauſe came 


Name. Now we muſt not look on this as any le- 
vity, or blameable weakneſs in the bleſſed Jeſus ; 
he knew all along what he was to fuffer,, and did 
moſt reſolutely undergo it; but it ſhews us the 
unconceivable weight and preſſure he was to bear, 
which being ſo afflicting and contrary to nature, 
he could not think of without terrour; yet con- 
ſidering the will of God, and the glory which was 
to redound to him from thence, he was not only 
content but deſirous to ſuffer it. 


* Another inſtance of his 1 to God, was his de- 
light in converſing with him by prayer, which made 
him frequently retire himſelf from the world, and 
with the greateſt devotion and pleaſure ſpend whole 
nights in that heavenly exerciſe, though he had no 
ſins to confeſs and but few ſecular intereſts for which 
to pray; that alas! are almoſt the only things 
. drive us to our devotions : nay we 
188 his whole life a5 kind of prayer, * 

ant 
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\ ant courſe of communion with God: if the ſacri- 
fice was not always offering, yet was the fire ſtill 
| kept alive: nor was ever the bleſſed Jeſus ſurpriſed 


with that dulneſs or langour of ſpirit which we 
muſt many times wreſtle with, before we can be fit 


for the exercile of devotion. 


Sed. 11. In the ſecond place 1 ſhall ſpeak of his : 


love and charity towards all men , but he who 
would expreſs it, muſt tranſcribe the hiſtory of the 


Goſpel, and comment upon it: for ſcarce anything 


is recorded to have been done or ſpoken by him, 
which was not deſigned for the good and advantage 
of ſome one or other. All bis miraculous works 
were inſtances of his goodneſs as well as his power; 
and they benefited thoſe on whom they were wrought 
as well as they amazed the beholders. His charity 


was not confined to his kindred, or relations; nor 


was all his kindneſs ſwallowed up in the endear- 
ments of that peculiar friendſhip which he carried 


towards his beloved diſciple, but every one was his 


Friend who obeyed his holy commands, John 15. 4. 
and whoſoever did the will of his Father, the ſame 
was to him as his brother, and ſiſter, and mother. 


Never was any unwelcome to him ts cams 
with an honeſt intention, nor did he deny any re- 


queſt which tended to the good of thoſe bat aſked? 


pes © ® 7 Fog 


in the Soul of Man. 23 


it: So that what was ſpoken of that Roman Empe- 
rourt whom for his goodneſs they called the darling 
of mankind, was really performed by him, that nc- 
ver any departed from him with a heavy counte- 
Nance, except the rich youth, Mark 10. who was 


forry to hear that the kingdom of heaven ſtood at 


fo high a rate, and that he could not fave his Soul 


and his money too. And certainly it troubled our 


Saviour to ſee that when a price was in his hand 


to get wiſdom, yet he had no heart to it; |} the 


ingenuity that appeared in his firſt addreſs, 
had already procured ſome kindneſs for him; 
for it is ſaid, And Jeſus beholding him, loved kim: 
But muſt he for his ſake cut out a new way to hea- 
ven, and alter the nature of things, which makes it 


impoſlible that a covetous man ſhould be bappy ? 


And what ſhall 1 ſpeak of his meekneſs, who 
could encounter the monſtrous ingratitude and diſ- 


ſimulation of that miſcreant who betrayed him, in 
no harſher terms than theſe, Judas betrayeſt thou the | 


Son of Man with a kiſs? What further evidence 
3 Could 


— _ * 


1 eis. 


| © The malter was of no leſs concern, (obſerves the 
excellent Mt. Emlyn) than his everlaſting Salvation, 
and pit) it were that it ſhould miſcarry: that any one 
who had a concern to be ſaved ſhould drop Mort; or that 
any who came to Chriſt ſhould go away ſorrowful, 2 
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could we gefire of his fervent and unbounded clati- 


ty, than that he willingly laid down his life e even 
for his moſt bitter enemies; and mingling his pray- 
ers with his blood, beſought his Father that his 


death might not be laid to their charge, but might 


become the means of eternal life to thoſe very perſons 
who procured it? | 


Sef. 12. The third branch of the divine life 
is purity, which, as I faid, conſiſts. in a neglect of 
worldly enjoyments and accommodations, and a re- 
folute enduring of all ſuch troubles as we meet with 
in the doing of our duty. Now ſurely if ever any 
perſon was wholly dead to all the pleaſures of the 
natural life, it was the bleſſed Jesus, who ſeldom 


. taſted them when they came in his way ; but never 
ſtept out of his way to ſeek them. Tho he allowed 


others the comforts of wedlock, and honoured mar- 


riage with his preſence, yet he choſe the ſeverity of 


2 virgin life, and never knew the nuptial bed : and 
tho at the ſame time he ſupplied the want of wine 
with a miracle, yet he would not work one for the 
relief of his own hunger in the wilderneſs. So gra- 
cious and divine was the temper of his Soul in a 
lowing to others ſuch lawful gratifications, as him- 


{elf thought good to abſtain from, and ſupplying 
not only their more extream aud prefling neceſſitiz, 


but alſo their ſmaller and leſs conſiderable wants. 
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We many times hear of our "ET, s ſighs & groaas 
& tears; but never that he laught, and but once that 
he rejoiced in ſpirit : ſo that through his whole 
life he did exactly anſwer that character given of him 
by the prophet of old, that he was 4 man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with grief. Nor were his troubles 
and want of the accomodations of life other 
than matter of choice; for never did there any ap- 
pear on the ſtage of the world with greater advan- 
tages to have raiſed himſelf to the higheſt earthly 
felicity, He who could bring together ſuch a pro- 
digious number of fiſhes into his diſciples net ; and 
at another time receive that tribute from a fiſh which 
he was to pay to the temple, might eaſily have 
made himſelf the richeſt perſon in the world Nay : 
without any mony he could have maintained an 


army powerful enough to have diſpoſſeſſed Ceſar of 


his throne: having oftener than once fed ſeveral + 


_ thouſands with a few loayes and ſmall fiſhes. But 


to ſhew how ſmall. eſteem he had for all the enjoy- 
ments in the world, he choſe to live in ſo poor and 
mean a condition, that though the foxes had holes, & 
. air had neſts, yet he who was Lord and 
Heir of all things, .had not whereon to lay his head : 
He did not frequent the courts of princes, nor affect 
the acquaintance and converſe of great ones; but 
being reputed the ſon of a carpenter, he had fiſher- 
men and rr l 
1 


9 
9 4 


a 7 8 


ons, coal lived at t ſuch a fate + ld mean 
A5 e. 55 1 


£ 


1 13. A 1 . ihe ee, 2 
ſpeak of his lumilih, the laſt — 4 of the divine 
life, wherein he was a moſt eminent pattern to us. 
that we might learn of him, to be .meck and lowly in 
heart To reflect only on our Saviour s lowly and 


| humble  deportment while he was,in the world. He | 


had none of thoſe fins and imperfections which may, 
juſtly humble the beſt of men, but he was ſo en- 
_ tire ſwallowed up with a deep ſenſe of the infinite 
| be {tn of God, that he appeared as nothing 1 in 
his., own eyes. He conlidered thoſe eminent 
Perfections which ſhined in his bleſſed” Sout 
as not his own, but the gifts of God; and 
therefore aſſuined nothing to "himſelf for them 
but with the profoundeft humility renounced al 
2 to them. Hence did he refuſe that 
compellation of good Maſter: why calleſt 
Ea Lf ood ? there is none” good, | but 2. on- 
e Had {aid ; the goodneſs of any asdiyine 
R 4 'as "thou takeſt me to be is not wonhy 
fo he named or taken notice of; tis God aloge 
who is originally and effentially good. He never 
made uſe of bis miraculous power for vanity or of- 
tentation , he would not gratify the  cutiofiry of 
the Jews with 7 fign from — fork pb tie: 
dus appearance in the air: nor r would he follow 
the 


"himſelf when they 
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the advice of his oountrymen and kindred, who 

would have had all his great works performed in 
„ for gaining him the greater 
fame. But when his charity had prompted him to 
the relief of the miſerable, mmm ads Wks 
many times enjoyn the concealment of the miracle; 

and when the glory of God, and the deſign for which 
he came into the world required the publication of 
them, he zſcribed the honour of all to his Father, 
Nees N W 


I cannot inſiſt on all the influnces of humility in 
his deportment towards men; his withdrawing 
wouki tuve niade him a King, 
'his ſubjection not only to his blefſed mother, bur to 
her huſband during — ears, and'his ſub- 
miſſion to all the 1 affronts, which 
his rude and malicious — put upon him. 
The hiſtory of his holy life, recorded by thoſe who 
converſed with him, is full of ſuch paſſages as theſe: 
and indeed the ſerious and attentive ſtudy of it, is 
che beſt way to get right meaſures of humility, and 
all the other parts of Religion, Which rn 
RES ore 2 


Bat now chat L may leſſen your trouble of tead- 
ing a long letter by making ſome pauſes in it; let 
me here ſubjoin a prayer that might be pruper when 
"one who hal formerly entertained ſome falſe not - 
ons of Religion, begins to diſcover what it is. 
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A PRAYER. 


eporivirE and. ond majghy, author Gs 
Fountain of being and bleſſedneſs, how little do we 
L oor ſinful creatures know. of thee, or the way, to ferve 
- * thee? We talk of Religion, and pretend unto it; but 
alas! how few are there that know and conſider, what 
it means? How eaſily do we miſtake the affeFions 
* of our nature, and iſſues of ſelf-loue, for thoſe divine 
* graces which alone can render us acceptable in thy 
* fight? It may juſily grieve me to conſider, that 1 
* ſhould have wandered ſo long, and contented myſelf ſo 
* often with vain ſhadows and falſe images of Piety and 
©* Religion ; yet I cannot but acknowledge and adore 
* thy goodneſs, who haſt been pleaſed in ſome meaſure to 
* open mine eyes, and let me ſee what it is at which I 
* ought to atm. I rejoice to conſider what mighty im- 
* provements my nature is capable of, and what a divine 
tember of ſpirit doth ſhine in thoſe "whom thou art 
* pleaſed to chooſe, and cauſeft to approach uno thee. 
* Bleſſed be thine infinite mercy who ſenteſt thine own 
Son to dwell among men, and inſtruct them by his eu- 
;* ample as well as his laws, giving them a perfeF? fiat- 
* tern of what they ought to be. O that the lohn life 
* of the bleſſed Jeſus may be always in my thoughts,and 
before mine eyes, till I receive a deep ſenſe and imreſ- 
* fion of thoſe excellent graces that ſhined ſo 
* in him, and let me never ceaſe my endeavours till that 
* new and divine nature prevail in mg Soul, * 
4 | be formed within me. 


4 * he krccllaey * Advantage of Religion. 
we 

yy Sed. 14 general view of the Facellency and Advan- 

L = tage of Religion. Sect. 2 A more particular view of 
8 ö . this ſubjet? ; as (I) The Excellency of divine Love. 
ow Seck. 3 The advantage of divine Love, whick is to 
— g ze effimated. Sect. 4 (1) from the worth of the 
x thy  Objef. Sed. 5 (2) From the certainty of a return 
of 2 of Mffettion. Sed. 6 (3) From the preſence of the 
elf ſo Object. Pong 7 (4) From the infinite happineſs it 
LO 6 yields. Seft 7 (5) From the ſweetneſs it difſuſes 
r through all diſpenſations. Sect. 9 (6) From the de- 
ag ” 1 which it communicates to all religious duties. 
ich J 10 (TI) Tze excellency of univerſal Charity and - 
. wif "= Se. 11 The pleaſure that attends it. Sect. 
(as 12 (III) The excellency of Purity. Sect. 13 The 
$ off -* delight it affords. Sect, 14 (IV) The excellency © 
hee. | e Humility. Sect 15 The pleaſure and ſweetneſs 
D N an Tumble Temper. A Prayer. | | 
gen- | 

hat- "4 ND y dear Friend, having diſcovered © 
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4 the nature of true Religion, before T proceed a- 
ny further, it will not perhaps be unfit to fix our 
' meditations a little on the excellency and advantages 
ol it, that we may be excited to the more vigorous 
and diligent proſecution of thoſe methods whereby 
We * may antain fo great a felicity. But alas! what 


words 
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words ſhall we e find to exprels that inward faisfaQ- 


ion, thoſe hidden pleaſures which can never be 
rightly underſtood, but by thoſe holy Souls wh 
feel them ? a ſtranger intermedleth not with their joy. 
Holineſs is the right temper, the vigorous and 
- healthful conflitution of the foul ; its. faculties had 
| formerly been enſeebled. and diſordered, ſo that they 
could not exerciſe their natural functions; it had 
 wearicd itſelf with endleſs toſſings and rollings, and 

was never able to find any reſt : now that diſtem- 
per being removed, it feels itſelf well. there is a 
due harmony in its faculties, and a ſprightly vigour 
paſſeſſeih every part. The underſtanding can dif- 
cern what is good, and the will can cleave unto it, 
the affections are not tied to the motions of ſenſe and 
the influence of external objects; but they are ſtir- 
red up by more divine mrBans,'s are words wy 
a ſenſe of invifble * 1 


| Scl. 2. Let us deſcend if 8 1 * 
er and more particular view of Religion, in thoſe ſe- 
veral branches of it which were named before, let us 
conſider that love and affection wherewuth holy Souls 
are united to God, that we may ſee what excellen - 
cy and felicity is involved in it. Love is that po- 
erful and prevalent paſſion, by which all the facul- 
ties and inclinations of the Soul are determined, and 


on which both its perfection and happineſs depend. 
The worth and excelleney n Squlis-26 he * 
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by the object of its love: he who loveth mean and 
ſordid things, doth thereby become baſe and vile; 
but a noble and well · placed affection doth advance 
and improve the ſpirit unto a conformity with the 
perfections which: it loves. The images of theſe 
do trequently preſent themſelves unto the mind, and 
by a ſecret force and energy inſiuuate into the very 
eonſtitution of the Soul, and mould and faſhion it 
unto its own likeneſs” Hence we. may ſee how ea- 
fily lovers or friends do flide into the imitation of 
the perſons whom they affect, and how, even before 
they are aware; they begin to reſemble them, not on- 


I in che more confiderable füſtanets of their de- 


portinem, but Alſo in their voice and geſture, and 


that which we call their mien and air; and certain 


f we ſhould as well tranſcribe the virtue, aud m- 
955 beadties of the Soul, if they were the object & 


„ +++ - 


| motive of our love. But now as all the creatures 


we converſe with haye their mixture and alloy, we 

are always i in Ha zärd to be ſallicd and corrupted by 
placing our affection on them. Paſſion doth eaſily 
blind our eyes, ſo that we firſt approve, and then 
imitate the thjngs that are blameable in them: the 
true way to improye and ennoble our Souls is by | 
fixing our love on the divine perfections chat we 
may have them always before us, and derive an im- 
preſſion of them, on ourlelves, and bekolding with o- 


fen fact as in @ glaſs the glory of the Lord, we may be 


changed 
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changed into the ſame image from glorv to glory, He 
who with a generous and holy ambition hath raiſ- 
_ ed his eyes towards that uncreated beauty and goad- 
neſs, and fixed his affections there, is quite of ano- 


ther ſpirit, of a more excellent and heroick temper 


than the reſt of the world, and cannot but infinitely 
diſdain all mean and unworthy things; will not 
entertain any: low or baſe thoughts, which might 
diſparage his high and noble pretenſions. Love ig 
the greateſt and moſt excellent thing of which we 
are maſters, and therefore it is folly and baſeneſs to 
beſtow it unworthily ; ; it is, indeed the only thing 
we can call our on ; other things may be taken 
from us by ywlence, but none can raviſh our love. 
If any ching elſe be counted ours, by giving our love 
; we give all, ſo far as we make over our hearts and 
wills, by which we poſſeſs our other enjoyments. It 
is not poſlible to refuſe him any Bs to whom by 
love we have given ourſelves ; nay fince it is the 
privilege of gifts to receive their value from the 
mind of the giver, and not to be meaſured by the e- 
yents but by the deſire; he who loveth may in ſome 
ſenſe be ſaid not only to beſtow all that he hath, but 


all things elſe which may make the beloved perſon 


bappy, fince he doth heartily wiſh them, and would 
really give them, if they were in his power; in 


which ſenſe it is that one makes bold to ſay, That 


divine leve doth in a manner give God IEA, 2 
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oy the complacency it tales in the happineſs and perfection 
1 Ty of his nature: but this may ſeem too ſtrained an ex- 


| pteſſibn; certainly love is the worthieſt preſent we 


2 can offer unto God, and it is extreamly debaſed 
ly | when-we bellow it another way. 1 * 
wh -- | When this affeftion i is . it doth often . 
ht vent arſelf in ſuch, expreſſions as point at its gerw- 
is ine and proper ole and inſinuate where it 
we to be placed. The flattering and blaſphemom 
to terms of adoration, wherein men do ſometimes ex- 
ing preſs their paſſion, are the language of that affecti- 
ken on which was made and deſigned for God: as he 
who is accuſtomed to ſpeak to ſome great perſon, 
ove doth. perhaps unawares. accoſt another with thoſe 
and  litles he was wont to give to him, But certainly 
It that. paſhon which accounteth its object a Deity, 
by outzht to be beſtowed on him who really is ſo ; 
the _ thoſe. unlimited ſubmiſſions, which would debaſe 
the + the Soul if directed to another, will exalt and en 
e e- noble it, when placed here: thoſe chains and cords 
»me of love ate infinitely, more glorious than liberty it- 
but Ws TAW | 
n oe 3. Again, as divine love doth advance 2 
Lt ne alone which can make 
5 it happy: thehigheſt and moſt paviſking pleaſures, 
. _ . jthe moſt ſolid and moſt ſubſtantial delights, f 
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\ 
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_ viſe Hom the endearments of = well-placed and ſuc- 
' ceſsful aſſection. That which imbitters love, and 


makes it ordinarily a very troubleſome and hurtſul 


| paſſion, is the placing it on thoſe who have not 


Forth enough to deſerve it, or affection and grati- 
tude to requite it, or whoſe abſence may deprive us 


bf the pleaſure of their converſe, or their miſerics 


occafion' our trouble, To all theſe evils are t 
expoſed, whoſe chief and ſupream afſection is 


dn creatures like e- Eg N love n 
delivers us from them all. 3 


Sec. 4. Firſt I ſay, love muſt veel heirs 


ble, and full of trouble and diſquietude, when there 
is not worth and excellency enough in the object to 
anſwer the vaſtneſs of its capacity: ſo eager and vio- 


lent a paſſion cannot but fret and torment the ſpirit, 


when it findg not wherewith to fatisfy its cravings, 
And indeed ſo large and unbounded is its natute; 
chat it muſt be extreamly pinched and ſtraightened, 


when confined to any creature: nothing below an 
infinite God ean afford it room to ſtretch itſelf, and 


|  Exert its vigour'and activity. What is a little in- 


deep beauty or ſome ſmall degrees of goodneſs to 
match or fatisfy a paſſion which was made for 


God, deſigned to embrace an infinite Good ? No 
wonder lovers do fo hardly ſuffer any rival, and do 


not defire that others ſhould approve their paſſion 
by imitating of it; they know the ſcantineſs. ani 


narrownek of the good which they love, that it can 


:” as 
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not foſfer tos being in ele ta little: for 


one. Hence love which is ſtrong as degth oceaſion- 


eth jealouſy which is cruel as the graue, the coals 


c 


* 
But divine love hath no mixture of bi oh 5 
when once the Soul is fixed on that ſupream and 
all-ſufficient Good, it finds ſo much perfection aud 
eſs, as doth not only anſwer and ſatisfy its 
afſection. hut maſter and over-power it too: it 
finds all its love to be too faint and languid for ſuch 
A noble object, and is only ſorry that it can com- 
mand no more. It wiſheth for the flames of a Se- 


_ raph, and longs for the time wlien it ſhall be wholly 


melted 2nd diſſolved into love : and becauſe it can 
do ſo little iiſelf, it defires the aſſi ſlauce of the whole 
creation, that angels and men would concur with 
it in theadmiration and love of thoſe infinite per 


S.A. 3. Again love is accompanied with trouble 


when it miſſeth a ſuitable return of affe&ion ; Love 


is the moſt valuable thing we can beſtow, and by 


| giving it, we do in effect give all that we have; and 


therefore it muſt needs be affliting to find ſo great 
a gift deſpiſed, that the preſent which one hath 
made of his whole heart, cannot prevail to obtain 
any return. Perfc&. love is a kind of ſelf-derelic- 


Lion, a i, out of ourſelves. it is a kind of 
110 | yol "_— 
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voluntary death, wherein the lover dies to himſelf, 
and all his own intereſts, not thinking of them not 
caring for them any more, and minding nothing 
but how he may pleaſe and gratify the party whom 
he loves. Thus he is quite undone unleſs he merts 
with a return of affection, he neglects himſelſ, avd 
ie other bath no regard to him; 3 but if be be be- 
ed, he is revived, as it were, and liyeth in in the 
Soul and care of the perſon whom he loves, and 
now he begins to mind his own concernments, ot 
ſo much becauſe they are his, as becauſe the belov- 
edi is pleaſed to own an intereſt i in thera : he be- 
comes dear unto himſelf, becauſe he is ſo unto . 


gther, 


Bur 5 ſhould I 3 in \ ſo 3 a Ke 5 
ter, nothing can be more clear than that the happi- 
neſs of love depends on the return it megts with; 
and herein he who loveth God hath unſpeakably 
the advantage, having placed his fictions on him 
whoſe nature is love, whoſe goodneſs 3s as infinite as 
his Being; whoſe mercy prevented us when we were 
his enemies; therefore cannot chooſe but embrace 
vs, when we are become his friends. It is utterly 
Impoſſible that God ſhould deny his love to a Soul 
wholly devoted to him, and which defires nothing 
Jo much as to ſetve and pleaſe him: he cannqt dif- 
dain his own image, nor the heart in which he is 


engraven : Love is all 9 


- HIP — HF 
Um, adit is the facrifice which be will not deſpiſe. ; 


Sal. 6. Anocher thing which diſturbs the plea- 
Fam ok love, and renders it a miſerable and unqui- 
et paſſion, is abſence and ſeparation from thoſe we 
love. It is not without a ſenſible affſiction that 
friends do part, though for ſome liitle time; it is 


lad to be deprived of that ſociety which is fo delight» 


ful; our life becomes tedious, being ſpent in an im- 
patient expectation of the happy hour wherein we 
may meet again: but if death have made the ſepa- 
ration, as ſame time or other it muſt, this occaſi- 
ons à grief ſcarcely io be parallelled by all the misfor- 
tunes of human life, and wherein we pay dea e- 
nough for the comforts of our friendſbjp. But, O 
bow happy are thoſe who have placed their love on 
him who can never be abſent from them ! * the 

need but open their eyes. an i they ſhall every where 
hehold the traces of his preſence and glory, and con- 


| verſe with him whom their ſoul loveth; and this 


makes the darkeſt priſon, or wildeſt deſart, not on- 
Iy ſupportable, | but frlightful to them. | 


Seck. 7. In ha a a lover is miſerable if the per- 
ſon whom he loves be & : They hd | have male 


| 45 dons of hearts A* love, * yy, an 4 
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eſt in one anothers happineſs and miſery ; md this 
makes love a troubleſome paſſion, when placed on 


earth. The moſt fortunate perſon hath. gnief e- = | 


nough to marr the tranquillity of his friend, and ii 
ie hard to hold out, when we are attacked on all 


hands, and ſuffer not ouly in our own perſon, but 
in anothers. But if God were the object of our 
love, we ſhould ſhare in an infinite happineſs with- 
out any mixture or pollibility of diminution ;. we 
hould rejoice to behold the glory of God, and re- 
comfort aad pleaſure from all the praiſes where- 
with men and angels do extol him. It ſhould de- 
light us beyond all expreſſion to conſider, that the 
being whom we love is infinitely happy in himſelf; 


andi that all his enemies cannot ſhake or unſettle his 


throne; That our God. is in the Heavens, —_ doth | 
whatſoever he pleaſeth, | 

' Behold ! on what ſure foundations * bie 
Is built, whole Soul is poſſeſſed with divine loye;: 
whoſe will is transformed into the will of God, and 
whoſe greateſt deſire is that his maker ſhould be 
pleaſed : O the peace, the reſt, the ſatistaction that 
attendeth ſuch a temper of mind! _ | 


4 ' 


Sef. 8. What an infinite pleaſure mull it WE 
be, thus as it were to looſe ourſelves in him, and 
| being ſwallowed up in the over- coming ſenſe of his 
- mann offer ourſe]yes a weng | 
A-i a6 _ aſcending 


o 


in the Soul of Man." 39 
Ag unto him in flames of love. Rede doth 


2 Soul know what ſolid joy and ſubſtantial pleaſure 
Is till once being weary of felt, it reuounee all 


propriety, give itſelf up unto the author of its be- 


A þ and feel itſelf become a hallowed and devoted 


thing, and can ſay from an inward ſenſe and feel- 


ing, My beloved is mine l account all his intereſt mine 
own)and: I am his : I am content to be any thing 
for him, and I care not for myſelf, but that 1 
may ſerve him, A perſon moulded into this tem- 
per, would find pleaſure in all the diſpenſations of 
Providence : temporal enjoyments would have anv- 
ther reliſh, when he ſhould taſte the divine goodneſs 
in them, and conſider them as tokens of love ſent by 
his, deareſt Lord and Maker: and chaſtiſements, 
though they be not joyous but grievous would here- 
by loſe their ſting, the rod as weil as the ſlaff would 


comfort him,: he would ſnatch a kiſs from the hand 


that was ſmiting him, and gather {wectnels ſ:om 
that ſeverity: nay he would rejoice that though God 
did not the will of ſuch a worthleſs and foolith creature 


as himfelf, yet he did his own will, and accompliſhed | 
his own deſigns which are ed n & more e holy and | 


wiſe | 
Set. g. The — of Religion: which to o- 
thers ate inſipid and tedious, do yield the higheſt 


pleaſure and delight to Souls poſſeſſed with divine 
lovet they rejoice when they are called to go uþ io 
ä — has. © 


AG „% ² —A woe ooo * 


— 9 


n 
| 


the Soul, it flands as ſentine} to keep 
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Kis glory, as they have formerly ſeen it in his ſanftua- 


7), They never think themſelves ſo happy as 

when, baving retired from the world, and gotten 
free from the noiſe and hurry of affairs, and ſilenced 
all their .clamourous paſſions, ( thofe troubleſome 
gueſts within] they have placed themſelves in tlie 
preſence of God, and entertain fellowſhip and com- 


munion with him: they delight to adore his per- 


ſections, and recount his favours, - and to proteſt 


their affection to him, and tell him a thouſand times 
chat they love him, to lay out their troubles of 
wants before him, and diſburden their hearts in his 


bDoſom. Repentance itfelt is a delightful exercife, 
when it floweth from the principle of love; there 


ãs a ſecret ſweetneſs which accompanieth thoſe tears 
| of remorſe. thoſe meltings and relentings of à Squl 


returning unto God, and {rags its Rey na 
ICS, - 1 


The ſeverities of a holy life, 5 e 
watch we are obliged to keep over our hearts and 
ways, are very troubleſome to thoſe who are only 
ruled and acted by an external law, and have no law 
in their minds inclining them to the performance gf 
their duty ; but where divine love poſſeſſet h 
out every 
thing that may offend the object of our love, and 
— repulſe thoſe temptations which 


* univerſe, which conſidereth every ; 
as his own? He who loveth his neighbour as Him- 
elf, can never entertain any baſe or injurious thought, | 


. rather ſuffer a 
one ; aud neyer accounts himſelf hay ppy, bu 
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explicit commands, but with the moſt ſecret notices 


ol God's pleaſure, and is ingenious ini diſcoy 


What will be moſt grateful and e unto him: 
it makes mortification and ſelf-denial change their 
hah and dreadful names; and become caly, ſweet 


ec delightful things. 


But I find this part o tere eas 
1 deſigned, { indeed who would not be tempted to 
dwell on ſo pleaſant a theme] 1 ſhall endeavour 0 


e SOOT" the other points. 


Seck. 10. The next branch of the divine life is 
an univerſal charity and love: The excellency of 


this grace will be eaſily acknowledged; for whit 


an heart en- 
, whoſe wiſhes 
and deſigns are levelled at the 260d and welfaic of 
mans intereſt 


2 more noble and generous 
to embrace the whole work 


or be wanting in expreſſions of bounty: he had 
wrongs, than be guilty of 
ut when 
fome one or other hath been benefited by him: the 
malice or ingratitude of men is not able to reſiſi his 
love ; he overlooks their injuries, and pities their 


1 folly, and overcomes their evil with good, and ne- 


ver deſigns other rev 
.$5.200 Af, enemies, f 


e againſt bis moſt bit- 


— 
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gations he can upon them, whether they will ar 


not. Is it auy wonder that ſuck à perſon be reve- 
renced and admired, and aceounted the darling of 
mankind ? This inward goodnefs and benignity of 


ſpirit reflects a certain ſweetneſs aud ſerenity upon 


the very countenance, and makes it amiable and 


lovely: it inſpireih the Soul with a noble reſoluti- 


on aud courage, and makes it capable of enterprizing 


and eflecting the higheſt things. "Thoſe heroick 


actions which we are wont to read with admirati- 


on, heve for the moſt part been che effects of the 
love of ones country, or of particular friendſhips ; 

and certainly a more extenſive and univerſal affeQi= 
on, muſt be much more powerful and efficacious, _ 


Sell. 11. Again, as as charity flows, from a "a 
and excellent temper, ſo it is accompanied wich the 


greateſt ſatisfaction and pleaſure: it delights the 


Soul to feel, ſelf thus enlarged, and to be delivered 


from thoſe diſquieting as well as deformed paſſions, 


; malice. hatred and envy : and become gentle, ſweet 


'Had 1 my choice of all things that 


and beni 

might iy to my preſent felicity, I would pitch 
upon this, to have my heart poſſeſſed wich the great- 
eſt kindneſs and affection towards all men in the 
world. 1 am ſure this would make me partake in 
all the happineſs of others, their inward endow- 


ments and outward proſperity, , every thing, that did 
yield them en beueßt and advantage, would afford me 


comfort 
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| mort and pleaſure: and though ſhould frequent | 


ly meet with occaſions of griet and compaſſion, yet 
there is a ſweetneſs in commiſeration which makes 
it infinitely more deſirable than a ſtupid inſenſfibili- 
ty: and the conſideration of that infinite goodneſs 

and wiſdom which governs the world, might repreſs 


any exceſſive trouble for particular calamities that 


happened in it: and the hope, or poſſibility of mens 


after-happineſs, might moderate their ſorrow for pre- 
ſent misfortunes. Certainly. next to the love and 


| enjoyment of God, that ardent charity and afſection 


wherewMh bleſſed Souls do embrace one another, is 
juſtly to be reckoned as the greatelt felicity of thoſe 
regions above, and did it, univerſally prevail in the 
world, it wouid anticipate that bleſſedneſs and make 


1 "rakt of the Joys of Heaven upon n 


Ses. 12. That which 1 named a third 1 
. — was Purity, and you may remember 1 
deſcribed it to conſiſt in a contempt of ſenſual plea- 
ſures, and reſoluteneſs to undergo thoſe troubles and 
Pains we may meet with in the performance of our 
duty: now the naming of this may ſaffice to re- 
commend it as a moſt noble and excellent quality. 


There is no ſlavery ſo baſe as that whereby a man 
becomes a drudge to his on luſts: nor any victo- 


ry fo glorious as that which is obtained over them. 
Never can any perſon be capable of any thing that 
s woke and worthy, who is ſunk in the groſs and 


its muddy 
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muddy pleaſares of fenſe, or bewitched with the 
light and airy gratifications of fancy ; but the reli- 
gous Soul is of a more ſublime and divine temper, 
it knows it was made for higher things, and ſcorns 

to ſlep aſide one foot out of the ways of HERE'S, 
for che in any of theſe, | 


Seat. 13. And this purity is accompanied with a 
great deal of pleature, whatſoever defiles the Soul 
diſturbes it too; all impure delights have a ſting in 
them, and leave ſmart and trouble behind them. 
Exceſs and intemperance. and all inordinate duſts. are 
ſo much enemies to the health of the body, and the 
Intereſt of the preſent life, that a little conſideration 
might oblige any rational man to forbear them on 


that very ſcore: And if the religious perſon go 


higher, and do not only abſtain from noxious plea- 


fures, but negle& thoſe that are innocent, this, ig not 


to be looked upon as any violent and uneaſy reſtraint, 
but as the effe& of better choice; that their minds 
are taken up in the purſuit of more ſublime and re- 
fined delights, ſo that they cannot be concerned in 
theſe. Any perſon that is engaged in a violent and 
paſſionate afſſection, will eaſily forget his ordinary 
- gratifications, will be little curious about bis diet, 
or his bodily eaſe, or the diverſions in which he was 
wonted to delight. No wonder then if Souls over- 


powered with divine love, deſpiſe inferiour plea- 


ſures, and be almoſt _ to grudge the body its 
5 | | neceſſary 


fo little for God, they are glad ol the honour to ſuf- 


| Higher and more noble endowment, It is a filly ig- 
norance that degets pride, but humility ariſes from 


advantages, as to value themſelves for them, or de- 


vouring to ſurmount themſelves, and make nearer 
— to —B— 


. humility. 


— 
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neeeſſary attendance for the common aecommodati- 


ons of life, judging all theſe impertineat to the 
main happineſs, and thoſe higher enjoyments they 
are purſuing. As for the hardſhips they meet with 


they rejoice in them, as opportunities to exerciſe and 
teſtify their affection: and ſince they are able to do 


ſer for him. 


Fed. 14. The laſt branch of Religion is Humil- 
in: and however to vulgar and carnal eyes this 
may appear an abjeR, baſe and deſpicable quality. 
yet really the Soul of a man is not capable of au 


2 nearer acquaintance with excellent things, which 
keeps men from doating on trifles, or admiring 
themſelves becauſe offome petty attainments. No- 
ble and well educated Souls have no ſnch high opi- 
nion of riches, beauty, ſtrength and other ſuch like 


: thoſe that want them: and as for inward worth 
real goodnefs, the ſenſe they have of the divine 
petfe&ions, makes them think very meanly of au 
thing they have hitherto attained, and be flill endea- 


en ngt what though people 2 of 
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but I fee almoſt every perſon pretending to it, and 
ſhunning ſuch expieſſions and actions as may make 


them be accounted arrogant and preſumptious, ſo 
that thoſe who are moſt defirous of praiſe, will be 
loath to commend themſelves. What are thoſe 


compliments aud modes of civility, ſo frequent in 


our ordinary converſe, but ſo many proteſtations 
of our eftecm of others, and the low thoughts we 
have of ourſelves? And muſt not that humility 


be a noble and excellent endowment, when the very 


ſhadows of it are accounted ſo neceſſary a part af 
good breeding. | 


Seck, 15, Again, this grace is accompanied with 


2 great deal of happineſs and tranquillity ; the 


proud and arrogant perſon is a trouble to all that 


converſe with him, but moſt of all unto humſelf,: 
every thing is enough to vex him but ſcarcely any 
thing is enough to content and pleaſe him. He is 


ready to quarrel with every thing that falls out, as 
if he himſelf was ſuch a conſiderable perſon, hos | 


God Almighty ſhould do every thing to gratify 
him, and all the creatures of heaven and earth 
ſhould wait on him and obey his will. The leaves 
of high trees do {hake with every blaſt of wind, and 


every breath, every evil word will diſquiet and to- 


ment an arrogant man: but the humble perſon 
hath the advantage when he is deſpiſed, that none 
can think more meanly of him than he doth of him- 


ſelf. 


— 
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3 ſelf, and therefore he is not troubled at the matter, 
but can eaſily bear. thoſe reproaches which wound 
the other to the Soul, And withal as he is leſs af- 
fected with injuries, ſo indeed he is leſs obnoxious 
unto them: Contention which cometh of pride betrays 
a man into a thouſand inconveniences, which thoſe 
ol a meek and; Jowly. temper ſeldom meet with. 
True genuine humility begetteth both a veneration 
and love among all wiſe and diſcerning perſons, 
while pride defeateth its own deſign, and depriveih 
4 man of that honour it makes him * to. 


KSS A nt a 


* 28 the chief cxexifes of humility are thoſe 

which relate to Almighty God, ſo theſe are accom- | 
panied with the greateſt fatisfaQion and. ſweetneſs. : #4 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the great pleaſure and de- 
light which religious perſons fecl in the loweſt proi- 

| trations of their Soul before God, when having a 

deep ſenſe of the divine Majeſty and Glory, they | 
fink (if I may fo ſpeak ) to the 'bottom of their be- 
ings, and vaniſh and diſappear in the preſence of . 
God, by a ſerious and affectionate acknowledgement 
of their own nothingneſs, and the ſhortneſs and im- 
perſections of their attainments; when they vnder- 
Hand the full ſenſe and emphaſis of the pfalmiſt's 
exclamation, Lord, what is man? and can utter it 
with the lame affeclion. Never did any haughty 


and ambitious. perſon receive the praiſes and applau- 
| ſes of men with {o much plealure, as the humble 
» dad 
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and religious do renounce them, Mot unlo us, 0 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, Kc. 


Thus I have ſpoken ſomething of the excellencies 
and advantage of Religion in its ſeveral branches ; 
but ſhould be very injurious'to the fubject did I 
Pretend to have given any perfe& account of it. Let 
us acquaint ourſelves with it, my dear friend. It us 


acquaint ' ourſelves with it, and experience will 
teach us more than all that ever hath been ſpoken 


or written concerning it. But if we may ſuppoſe 
the Soul to be already awakened unto ſome longing 
deſires after ſo great a blefſednels, it will be good 
to give them vent, and ſuffer them to iſſue forth in 
ſome ſuch devout breathings as theſe. * 


2 


A PRAYER. 


- * 


Gn e what «, mighty leg i ths wo. 


* which we are called ? graciouſly heft thou 
* joined our duty and happineſs together, and preſcribed 
* that for our work, the performance were is @ great 
reward? And ſhall ſuch worms be advanced do ſo 
* great a height? Wilt thou allowus to raiſe our eyes un- 
© to thee ? Wilt thou admit and accept our affettions 2 


* Shall we receive the impreſſion of thy divine enrellen- 


* cies by beholding and admiring them, and _y 


7 . 
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8 

5 
u 
4 
ſe 
ng 
od 
in 


tou art holy, even in all manner of converſation ? 


(FP 25 
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« thy infinite Blelſedidfs and glorj; 5 ng thee and 


ED * rejoicing in them 2? . O the ha neſs of thoſe Souls 


© that have broken the felters 0 of ſelf-love, and diſ-in- 
« tangled their affefion from tvery narrow dnd particu- 
lar good. whoſe underſtandings are enlightened by thy | 
* holy Spirit. and their wills inlarged to the exlent 2 | 
« thine ; who love thee above all things, and all man- 
i for thy ſake! I am perſuaded O God, I am ßer- 

* ſuaded, that I can never be happy, till my carnal and 
© corrupt affettions be mortified, and my pride and va- 
© nity be ſubdued, and till I come ſeriouſly to deſpiſe lie 
$ world, and think nothing of myſelf. But O when 
Mall it once be? 0 when wilt thou come to me and 

«' ſatisfy my Sou! with thy likeneſs, making me holy as 


"my thou given me a proſpect of ſo great a felicity, 
© aid 41t-thou not bring me unto it? Hoſt tou ex- | 
© cited theſe deſires in my Soul, and wilt thou not alſa *' 
© ſatisfy them ? O teach. me to do thy will, for thou 
< art my God, thy ſpirit is good, lead me unto the land 
* of uprighineſs. Quicken me O Lord, for thy name's 4 
N perfect that which concerneth me : Thy 
© mercy O Lord, endureth for every Joins © not the work - if 
IT 
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CHAPT E R. III. 


The Mien of forming a Riligiols 


| Temper and Character. 


Se. x . The deſpondent thoughts which nic in 
fick as are awakened io a ſenſe of Religion. Sect. 


. The Unreaſonableneſs of fuck Fears om. $a. 


153 4 general remedy for them ſuggeſted; viz. the ; 


uſe of our utmoſt endeavours in reliance on divine 4 
- feſtance. Set. 4. More particular direflions pro- 


 Hoſed : 4s, Sef. 5. (1) To ſhun all manner 


Sin. Sec. 6. (2) With this view to learn 


+: things are ſinful. Sect. J. (3) To refiſt.the Temp - 
© tations to Sin. Sea. 8. (4) To keep à conflant 
watch over ourſelves. Sect. 9. (5) Frequently to ex- 
amine oufſelvts. Set. 10. (6) To reſtrain ourſelves 


in many things lawful. Sect. 11. () To wean dur 


_ effeftions from the world, Sect. 12. (8) Con- , 
: ann to 3 the outward Ac f 


on. =. .” (9) To form unn * of De. 
© votion, cc. "4 * | * 


Sed. 1. Re kickerts 2 en 
2 15 Religion doth confiſt, and how defira- 

ble a thing it is; but when one ſees how infinitely 
diſtant the common temper and frame of men is 
from it, he may perhaps be ready to deſpond, and 
give over and think it utterly impoſſible to he attain- 
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| ed: he may ie dove in ſadneſs and 


Wider of their minds; but alas ! IL am qui 
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* 7 s - , of 1, 
. nnr 
in the Soul of Man: 


ſelf, | and fay in D 
Lerbey e net whoſe Souls are a 
2 4 ne life, who are thus renewed 


of another conſtitution, and am ft able to effect io 
mighey a change: if outward 'obfervations could 
Have done the buſineſs, 1 might have hoped to a& 


quit myſelf with diligence and care, but finice no- 


thing but a new nature can! ſerve the turn, what ath 


Lubie to do? T'could beftow all my goods in offer- 


ings to God, or alms to the poor, but cannot com- 


mand that love and charity, without which: this ex- 
penet would profit me nothing. "This gift of Go 


cannot be punthatel ich mouly ; if à man ſhould 


give all the ſubſtance of his houſe fot lover it Would 
utterly be contemned: I could pine and macerate 


ed yndergo many hardſhips and troubles 
but I cannot get all my vices ſubdued, nor my affec- 
tions wholly weaned From earthly things : : there is 


till fome  wordly defires lurking i in my heart. and | 
| thole vanities that I have ſhut qut of the doors, are 


always getting in at the windows. I am 
times convinced of my own meanne(4,of the weak= | 
...mneſs of my body, and far greater weakneſs of my 
Soul; bas this doth rather beget indignation and 
- "diſcontent, than true humility in my ſpirit : ant 
e 1 ſhould come to R 
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no pleaſure in our  deftruion. A = 
835 Tien or epvy lodged IE of that 


ever bleſſed Being Whole 1 name and nqhipe i is love. 
Us creat6” us at hrt in an Happy cbüditibn; 
now when we are fallen from it 15 hath laid helh up- 
on one that is mighty to "ſave; ' hath committed the 
date vf our Souls to no meancr perla than his well 
foyed'Son-" It is he that is the captain 21 
vition and what enemieg can be too firong tor | 
when we are figtiting under his banners”? 7 Didi 


Son into the world, thar he might recover and pro- 
e the divine life and reftore the image of God 
our Souls. All che mighty works Which he per- 
Er led nie e 
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He was witten. 'he ws inf pain, an and hath he 0 | 


Jim Wothinng bit wind,” fath de ' Wrought no deliveſa 
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Certainly it is impoſfible that this great contrivatice 
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tender aud compaf ſhonate, he knowerh our infirmi- 


Les, and had experience of Our temptations, 4 bruy- 
2 reed will le nat Seat, and fnoabing. flax will he 


et quench, fill he ſend forth julgment unte nick. 


5. He hath given to us the Goſpel, which,js.the 


te Fouls of men.and to awaken them to a, ſenſe and 
Feeling of thaſe divine things for which they , werp 
made. He. hath aſſured us that God our heavenly 


Father, is willing to give his ſpirit to them, der 


Alk for it, to affilt ſuch weak and languiſhing crea- 
tyres as wo are, in our eſſays towards holineſs and 
deem: wh ns both when hall of 4 
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power of God uno ſalvation, to quicken and revive 8 
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and kindled in it the ſmalleſt ſpark of divine love, it 


will be ſure to preſerve and cheriſh and bring it 
forth into a flame, which many waters ſhall not 


Juench, neither ſhall the floods be able to drown it. 


Whenever this day begins to dawn, and the day-fiar 
to ariſe in the heart, it will eaſily diſpel the powers 


of darkneſs, and make ignorance and folly and all the 


corrupt and ſelſiſn affections of men flee away as faſt, 
before it as the ſhades of night when the ſun cometh, 
out of his chambers: for the path of the juſt is as 
the ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more unto. 
the perfett day: They ſhall go on from flrength to 
Arength, till _ 'one of them * before es in 
* ion. | 


ny mould we think it — 4 true 


98 and univerſal love ſnould ever come to ſway 


and prevail in our Souls? Ls not this their primi- 
tive ſtate and condition, their native and genuine 


conſtitution as they came firſt-from the hands of 


their maker ? Sin and corruption are but uſurpers, 
and though they have long kept the poſſeſſion, yet 


from the beginning it was not ſo. | That inordinate 
ſelf-love which one would think were rooted in our 


very being, and interwoven with the conſtitution 
of our nature, is nevertheleſs of foreign extraction. 


and had no place at 2 We 


have 


. 7 — 


c It 170 Poo. 418 l. B47 


live niit to much Heafon left as to Coden it dr 


to be wholly devoted to him from whom we hade 


out beiug, and to love him infinitely more than our 
ſeves, who ig infiürtely better than we ; and onf 
wills would rradily comply with this, if they were 
nor diforderst and put out of tune: and is not he 
who made our Sous, able to rectify and mend them 
again 7 Ball we not be able by his aſſiſtance to 
vanquiſh' an expell thoſe violent intruders,” aud 
nurn unto flight the armies of the aliens ? ©2098 


No ſooner. ſhall we take up — in this holy 


all the Angels in heaven engaged on our party: the 


holy Church! throughout che world is daily inter- 


erding with God for the facceſs of all fuch endea> 
vours, and doubtleſs thofe heavenly hoſt above are 
nearly concerned in the intereſt of Religion, and 
finitely defirous to fee the divine life thriving und 
prevailing in this inferior world; and that the 
will of God be done by us on earth, b it is done 


by themſelves ini Heaven : and may we not then en- 


courage ourſelves as the prophet did his ſervant 
when he ſhewed him the horſes and chariots 0 
fire, Fear not, for 
they that be agianſt us, 
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war, but we ſhall have all the Saints on earth and 


they that be with us are more lia 
Sell 
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— Seft.. 3. Away ihen with all perplexing fears 
end deſponding thoughts: io undertake vigotouſly. 


atid rely confidently oa the divine aſſiſlance is mare 


than half the conqueſt; Lit us ariſe and be doing, 
and the Lord will be with" us, It is ttue, Religion 
in the Souls of men is the good work of God, and 
all our natural endeavours alone can never 


it, nor ſtrictly ſpeakingmerit thoſe ſupernatural aids 


by which it muſt be wrought, to uſe here the lan- 
-guage ſpoken on a different occaſion: The holy 
-Ghoſt muſt come upon us, and the power of the 
0 higheſt muſt. overſhadow us, before that holy thing 


can be begotten, and Chriſt be formed in us. Bar 


= —— not expedt that this whole work ſhould 


done without any concurring endeavours of our 


on: we muſt not lie loitering in the dich, and 

wait till Omnipotenice pulls us from thence: none, 
vr muſt beſtir ourſelves, and actuate thoſe powers 
- which we have already received: We muſt put 
forth ourſelves to our utmoſt capacities, and then 
ve may hope that our labour ſhall not be in vain in the 


Lord. All the art and induſtry of man cannot form 
the ſmalleſt herb, or make a ſtalk of corn to mg 
2 


im che field; it is the energy of natute, and 
| Unences of heaven which'produce'this eſſect: it is 


;od who cauſeth the graſs to grow, and kerb for the 


fret of na; and yet no body ay” + 
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labours of the huſbandman are uſeleſs or unneceſſa- 
ry. So likewiſe the human Soul is immediately 
created by God; it is he who both formeth and en- 
liveneth the child, and yet he hath appointed the 
marriage bed as the ordinary mean for the propaga- 
tidn of mankind. Though God, from his good 
pleaſure, muſt work in us to will and to do; yet 
we muſt work out our own falvation: we- muſt 
break up our fallow. ground, and root out the weeds 
and pull up the thorns, that ſo we may be more 


ready to receive the feeds of grace and Jew of be. 
ven. It is true, God hath been found of ſome who 


ſought him not; he hath caſt himſelf in their way 


who were quite out of his, he hath laid hold of 


them, and ſtopt their courſe on a fudden ; for fo 


was St. Paul converted in his journey to Damaſ- 


cus. | But certainly this is not God's ordinary me- 
thod of dealing with men, though he hach nat tied 
--himſcit to means, yet he hath tied us to the uſe of 
them; and we have never more reaſon to expethe 
divine aſſiſtance, than * we are doing our ut- 
- moſt N | _ 


"<A ths. ſhall therefore bs ES bo 

5 courſe we ought. to take for — 

this bleſſed temper 1 have hitherto deſcribed. 

| hens, it in delivering my own thoughts, I — 
ne 
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chance to differ from what is or may be ſaid by o- 
thers in this matter, I would not be thou ght to 

conttadict and oppoſe them, more thaw phyſicians 
do when they preſcribe ſeveral remedits for the lane. | 
diſeaſe, which perhaps are all uſeful and good. Every 

one may propoſe the methodhe judges moſt proper and 
convenient, but he doth not thereby pretend that che 
eure can never be eſſected unleſs that be exactly obſerv- 


ed, I doubt it hath occaſioned much unneceſſary dil- 


quietude to ſome holy perſons, that they have not 


found ſuch a regular and orderly trenſaction in their 
Souls; as they have ſeen deſcribed in books; that 


they have not paſſed through all thoſe. ſteps and ta- 
ges of converſion, which ſome (who perhaps have 
felt them in themſelves) have too peremtorily deſerib- 
ed unto others ; God hath ſrveral ways of dealing 


n it ſufficeth if the work 
| e e ee the methods have been. 


i lands, though in propoſing Asch ibes I muſt 


follow thatorder to which the nature of things ſhall = 


lead; yet I do not mean that the ſame method 


ſhould be ſo punQually obſerved in the practice 3 
as if che latter rules were never to be heeded till 


ſome conſiderable time have been ſpent in practiſing 


the former: The directions 1 intend are mutually 


conducive one to another, aud are all to be perform- 
ed as occaſion ſhall ſerve, and we find ourfelves en- 


Wed to perform them. 
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. Self. rn lende woken, 
1 —— 
Holy frame, io become partakers of the divine na- 
ture, and have Chriſi formed in our heattu. ve muſe 
feriouſly reſolve and carefully endeavomm to avoid 
and abandon all vicious aud ſinſul practices. There 
Tan be no treaty of peace, till ohe we lay down 
theſe weapons of rebellion wherewith we fight a- 


geaiuſt heaven: nor can we expect: to have our dilj- 


temper cured, if we be daily feeding on poiſon. 
very wilful fin gives a mortal wound to tlie 
Soul, and puts it at a greater diſtance from God & 
 yoodneſs; and we can never hope 10 have 
our hearts purißed from corrupt afſeclions. unleſs we 
_ "cleanſe our hands from vicious actions. — in 
"this cafe we cannot excuſe onrſelves by the 
of impoſſibility: for ſure our outward — 
way in dur power, we have ſome command gf. our 
feet and hands and tongue, nay and of our 2 
and fancits t60, at leaſt fo far as to divert them from 
Irmpore and ſinful objefs; and to turn our mind 


another way f and we ſhould find this power and 


authority much ſtrengthened and es if we 
7 careful to -miatiage and exerciſt it. In the 
mean while I acknowledge our 9 are ſo 
"Arbng, and our temptations ſo many, that it will 
require © great deal of ſtedfaſtneſs and "reſolution, 
of watchfulneſs and care, to preſerve ourſelyes, even 


3 


mY 


— 
nie ES Mm + SY Oo © © c 


— 
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Geñ. G. And firſt let us inform ourſelves well, what 
thoſe bm are from which we.ought 10 abſtain. And | 
here we muſt not take our meaſures from the maxims 
of the world. or the practiſes of thoſe whom! in charity | 
we account good men. Moſt people have very light 
apprehenſious of theſe things, and are not ſenſible of 
any fault unleſs it be s and fla itions, and 
ſcarcely reckon any fo great as that which they call 
pris: and thoſe who are more ſerious, do 

many times allow themſelves to great latitude and 
freedom. Alas ! how much pride and vanity, and 
paſſion and humour. how much weaknels folly and 


fin, doth every day ſhow itſelf in their converſe and 


behaviour F 0: may be they are humbled for it. 


and are daily gaining Tome ground; but then * | 


Progreſs is ſo ſmall, and their failings ſo mainy 
that we had need to choke an exaQter ] pattern. E- 
very one of us muſt anſwer for himfelf, and the 
Pradiles of others will never warrant and ſerure us. 
it is the higheft folly to regulate our actions by a- 


ho Is other ſtandard, than that by which they muſt 


be judged. If ever we would cleanſe, our way, it muſt 
be by taking. heed thereto. according to - the word 

Cod: and that word which is quick, and | powerful,gnd | 
"| harþer than any two: edged ſword, piercing even to. 
- the dividing \afunder , of ſoul, and, ſpirit, and of (he 
. ee, the, 2 
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and intents of the heart, will certainly diſcover many 
things to be finful and heinous, which paſs for ves 
Ty iunocent in the eyes ol the world: Let us chere. 
fore imitate the pſalmiſt, who faith, Concerning the 
"works of men, by the words of thy lips, I have kept my 
ſelf from the path of the deſtroyer. Let us acquaint 
ourſelves well with the ſtrict and holy laws of our 
Religion: Let us conſider the diſcourſes of our 


bleffed Saviour. (eſpecially that divine fermon on 


the mount) and the writings of the holy Apoſtles, 

where an ingenuous and unbiaſſed mind may clearly 
diſcern thoſe limits aud bounds by which our aQi- 
ons ought to be confined. And then let us never 


look upon any ſin as light and inconſiderable; bur 


be fully perſuaded, that the ſmalleſt is infinitely hei - 
dus in the fight of God. and prejudicial! to the 
Souls of men; and if we had the right ſenſe of 
things, we ſhould be deeply affected with the leaſt 


-"* wan as now we are with the guck 
Crimes. | 


ſy Sef. 7. But now among - tal things which * 
diſcover to be ſinful, there will be ſome, unto which 
through the diſpoſition of our nature, or long cuſ- 


tom, or the endearments of pleaſure, we are ſo mũeltf 
wedded. that it will be like cutting of the right 
| hand, ln, oudthe righteyeto abandon them. 
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 kenlties be over, aud every 


But-muſt we therefore fit down and wait till all dif- 
temptation be gone ? 
tus were to imitate the fool in the poet. *who flood 
the whole day at the river fide, tall all the water 
ſhould run by. We muſt not indlulge our inclina- 
tions, as we do little children, till they grow weary 
of the thing they are unwilling to let go : We 
muſt not continue our finful practiſes in hopes that 
the divine grace will one day over- power our ſpirits 
and make us hate them for their = . 


© Letus ſuppoſe the worſt, that we are unerly 


deſtitute of any ſupernatural principle, and want 
chat taſte by which we ſhould diſcern and abhor 
per verſe things ; yet, ſurely we are, capable of ſome | 
conſiderations which may be of force to perſuade ws 
to this reformation of our lives. If the inward 

_ deformity and heinous nature of fin cannot affeR 


us, at leaſt we may be frightened by*thoſe dreadfal 


i conſequences that attend it: That ſame ſelßſñh 
principle which puſheth us forward unto the pur- 
uit of ſinful pleaſures, will make us loath to buy 

them at the rate of everlaſting de ſtructi on, Thus 
' _ we may encounter ſelf-love with its own weapons 


and employ our natural inclination for repreſſing 


5 the exorbitancies of another, Let us therefore ac- 


cuſtom ourſelves to conſider ferioufly what a fearful 
_ 
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40 ſent unto ourſelyes the terrors of that dre adfuf 


| thing it aniſt needs- br ts/irvieave and ed chat ĩri 
finite Being on whom, we hang and depend every 
moment, who beeds but to withdraw his niercies 
to make us miſerable, | or his aſſi ſtance to make us 
nothing. Let us frequently remember the ſhorineſi 
and uneeruiney ek our lives, and how that after we 
hive taken @ fow.1ums more in the world, and con- 


"yerſed ' a little more amongſt men, we maſt all: g 


down unto the dark and fitent grave, and carry no- 


ching along with us but anguiſh and regret for all 


qur ſinful en joyments, and thipk what horror muft 


needs ſeize the guilty Soul, 10 find irfelf naked and 


all alone bilbre the ſevere and impartial judge öf 
The world, to render an exaRt accoutit not only” of 


Its more important and conſiderable tranſaidiis, 
but of every word that | the tongue hath -urtered, 
| and the ſwiftell and moſt ſecret thought that ever c 


paſſed, through the mind. Let us ſometimes re | 


when, the foundation of che earth ſhall be ſhak f 


F and the Heavens ſhall pals : away with a great noiſe. 


ad the element ſhall melt with fervent heat, and 


* che preſent frame of nature ſhall be difſolved, and 
our eyes ſhall ſee the bleſſed Jeſus (who came on 
"Into ray world in all hymility to viſit Us, an 1 


leech us ta accept of ang appearing inthe Majel 


* w 6 " , , - 
- as by — - * 
f 9 22 - * 


——— pr 


4 


£ 


9 


2 1 5 2 


„ 


24 


hell view, and 


| 22 their deliverance. Let us 
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of. u. bin and; drſcending a en in a 
flaming fire to take vengeance on thoſe that have deſ-⸗ 
Piſed his mercy, and perſiſted in rebellion againſt 
him: - when all tlie hidden things of darknefs ſhall 
be brought to light, and the counſels of the heart 
ſhall be made manifeſt : when thoſe ſecret it 

ties and ſubtle frauds whereof the world did never 
ſaſped? us, ſhall be expoſed and laid open to pubs 
many thouſand actions which we 
never. dreamed to be finful, or elſe had altogether 
forgonert, ſhall be charged home upon our conſcien- 
ces with ſuch evident convictions of guilt, that we 
ſhall neither be able to deny or excuſe them. Ther 


hall all the Angels in heaven, and all the Saints 


that ever lived on the earth, approve that dreadful 
ſentence which ſhall be paſſed on wicked men, and 
thoſe who perhaps did Lo ani ellen des hes 
G tired fn the world, Gall lk upon them wick 
indignation and abhozrence, aud never make one re- 
confider the.e- 


ternal puniſhment of im 
+ ſhadowed forth in ſcripture by 
from thoſe things which ane moſt terribly and griey- | 
"ous in the world, and yet all do not ſufficeto, con; 
"vey unto ourminds any full a apprehenſions of them. 
When we have joined together the importance of all 
\ ane 2 unto them whatever our 
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can conceive of miſery and torment, we muſt 


remember n tie 
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| Inv uns bis —— inbjet, there 
is anguiſn and horror in the aonderation of it t 


bus ſuxe it maſt” be inboitely ons drendial W ewe 
dure it; and fuck thoughts as Mar may be uſelul 


to fright us from the counſes u would lead us 


thither ; how tond foever we may be of ſipfal ples- 
ſures, the fear of hell would uke us abſtain :: o 
moſt forward inclinations will ſtartle aud give back; 
When preſſed with that queſtion in the Prophet, 
Wip among? you ce. dwell with auarlalins lun mel. 
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. writ, and that f in ſuch terms NA ary Re + 


and influence a 


never ſuffice to ey As i good | dut 


certainly they ma may ſerve to reftrain u « from mich 6 N 
vil, have often made way 8 more en 
and Kindly impreſſions. 4 


Seck. 8 But it will not fulſice to e wen 
cs once and again, nor to form ſome reſolutions 
of abandoning our fins, unlefs we maintain a c 


fant guard, and be contipyally watching aga <4 
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Uiſriial conſequences" of 4 vicions Ne. and right 
we ate reftiived to reform: but tas! n preſew 
falle Hep, and we Feſt that proſpect v 
we bad of ching, 2ad chen temptstions rake and. 
vantage: they ſolicit and impbrtume us corlfffidd}- 
ly, and fo do frequently engage. our conſent before 


we fe ne. I ig the folly and ruin of moſd ꝓco- 
ple to ive at adventure, aud take part in every 


what they ate abet to fay or da. If we would 
have var refolutions take effect, we muſt take heed 
unto our ways, and ſet 2 watch upon the door of 
our tips, and examine the motions that ariſe in our 
-Kearts, and cauſe them to tell us whence they come, 
and whither they go; whether it be pride or paill- 
on, or atly corrupt and vicious humour that prompt- 
eth us to any defign, and whether God wilb be of- 
ſended, or any body harmed by it. Aid it we 
have no tame for log reafonings, let us at leaſt turn 
dur eyes towards Gad, and place oufſelves in his 
preſence, to aſk his leave and approbation tor What 
we do: Let us conſider ourſelves under the all-[&- 

eye of char dine Majeſty, 20 in ike mide” of 
An fiifitite gisbe- of light, WHICH cempoſſeeh us a- 
bout both behind and before, and pierceth to the 
e The ſenſe and 


| vine preſence e moſt rea- 
Kdt 18 Cn | | oy 


| lawful 
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Ga ot I There ate 

ſome things a perſon may make a ſhift to palliate or 

. yet he dares not look Almighty God in che 
and adventure upon them. If we look ung 
im we ſhall be enlightned; if we ſet him alwars ber 


fe ws; he will guide rr _ 


a aaa an ought to wet.” 


ed. — watehfulneſy cot; ae 
' Bens mult be foconded; by frequent and ſerious te- | 
flexions upon them, not only that we may obtain 
the divine mercy and pardon for our fins by an 


but alſo that we may reinforce and ſtrengthen our 
reſolutions,and leard to decline and on the temp. 
ations by which we have been formerly filed. It 
is an advice worthy of a Chriſtian; thoilgh it did 
firſt drop from an Heathen pen ; * that before we 
betake ourſelves to reſt, we renew and exarnine all 
the paſſages of the day, that we may have the com- 
fort of what we have done aright, and redreſs what 
we find to have been amiſs,and make the ſhipwrecks 
bf one day as marks to direct our courſe in another. 
This may be called the very art of 22 
and would EO TENG 1 


1 n 
yy . 
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humble and forrowfal acknowledgment of them; | F 


in the Soul of Men, 65 
A we mot not forget to implore the divine aſſiſt- 
anee, eſpecially againſt thoſe fins which do moſt 
euſilyt beſet us: tl Gough it be — that our 
.- hearts are not Fet moulded into that ſpiritual frame 
which ſhould render our devotions acceptable; yet 
rr 
to deter us from fin, may alſo ſtir us up to ſome na- 
tural ſeriouſneſs, and make our prayers agaĩnſt it 
E earneſt at leaſt, as they, are wont to be againſt o- 
ther calamities: and 1 doubt not but God who 
- heareth-the exy ofthe ravers, wilt have ſome regard 
even to ſuch petitions as proceed from thoſe natu- 
a eben, which himſelf implanted, in us. Be. 
- engagements on ouckiyes to excite us to.watchfuly | 
-; neſs and care; ang common ingenuity will make 
uns aſhamed to relapſe into thoſe faults, which we 
ave lately bewailed before God, and ft which 
e la ; t 


e 8, C. 10. Thus ure we 06 make the rl eſſay 
for recovering the divine life, by reſtraining the na- 
_ _ tural inclinations,that they break not out into ſinful 
Practices but now I muſt add, that chriſtian pru- 
0 85 will teach us to abſtain from gratifications 
that are not unlawful in themſelves,andt not only 
. may ſecure our innocence, which would 
de in continual hazard, if we ſhould ſtrain our li- 
——hertyo the utmoſt point: but alſo that hereby 
r the forces of nature, and teach our 
, 1 G ibn -/ appetites 
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appetites 49; ey. We. wa be We Fol 
prudent parents with their children, 8 
wills in many, little indifferent things, 0 


them manageable. and ſubmiſſive in phe — | 
ble inſtances. He who would monify the pride e 


vanity of che ſpirit, ſhould rap. his cars to the moſt 
deſerved:;praifes,; and foinetinies- forbear his juſt' vin» 


diction from the cenſares and afperfions of others, 


eſpecially if they reſſect only upon his prudence and 
donduct, and not on his virtue and innocence} 
| He who would check a revengeful humour, would 
do well to deny himſelf the ſatisſaction of repre- 


ſetting unto others the injuries which he hath ſuſ- 
tained ; and ff we would fo take heed to our ways, 


that we ſin not with our tongue, we muſt ateuſtom 
burfelves much to folitnde ant} fllente, and Jonie- 


times with the pfilmiſt Hold bur peace eben from 


good, till once we have gotten ſome command over 
that unruly member. Thus, 1 fay, we may bind 


vp our natural inclinations, god quake our pe · 


og ew 10 frequent 3 22 
3 them under violence and reftraing. | 


Sed. 11. 1 next * 1 our 
affeQions from created * and ares 
and eptertainments of the lower life, which nk and 
Aepreſs. the Souls, of men, and retard their motions * 
towards, God and Heaven : — Ani is we muſt 4 
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n ue Soul of 1 Man, 7 
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by . our minds with a — 2 of 
enjoymenis. 
This is an r pe every body can 


| make declamations upon it; but alas! how few 


underſtand and believe what theyifay .? Phe 


| notions float in our brains, and come fliding off our 


tongues, but We have no deep impreſſion of hem 


on our ipirits, we feel not the truth we pretend o 


believe. Wo can tell that all the glory and fpleu« 
dour, all the pleaſures and enjoyments of the world. 
are vanity and nothing, and yet theſe nothings take | 
vp all our thoughts, and engroſs all our aſſections, 

they ſtifle the better inclinations of our Soul, an 
inveigle us into many à fin. It may be in a ſober 

mood, we give them the ſlight, and reſolve to be no 
longer deluded with them; but theſe thoughts: ſel» 
dom out-lire the next temptation, the vanities 
which we ſhut cut at the doors get in at a poſtern: 
there are ſtill lome pretenſions, ſome hopes that 


flatter us, and after we have been fruſtra ted a thou 


ſand times, we muſt” continually be repeating the ex- 
periment: T he ſcaſt difference of circumſtances is 
enough to delude us, and make us expecl that ſa- 
tisfaQion in one thing, which we have miſſed in ano- 


Sher : but could we once get clearly off, and 'come 


10 a real and ſerious eontempt of wordly things, 
4his were à very eonſiderable advancement in our 
way. The Soul of man is of a vigorous and active 
ee nl el —— 
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it, thinks to be happy; and were it once rent from 
the world, and all the bewinching enjoyments under 
the fun, it would quickly. ſearch after ſome higher 
and more excellent objeQ, to ſatisfy its ardent aud \ 
importunate - cravings, and being no longer dazzled 


und all-ſufficient Good, where it would diſcover 
fuch beauty and ſweetneſs as, would charm and over: 
power all its affeftions. . The love of the world & 
the love of God, are like the ſcales of a balance, as 


ed in our Soul, Religion is faint, and doth languiſh; 


beauty, and the Soul begins to cool and flagy in its 
proſecution of them, then the ſeeds of grace. take 
x00t, aud the divine life begins to flouriſh and pre- 
call It doth therefore nearly concern us to con · 
vince ourſelves of the emptineſs and vanity of crea- 
ture, enjoyments, and reaſon our hearts out of love 
Wich them: let us ſeriouſly conſider all that 

ni, or dur faith, our own experience, or the 

ion of others can ſuggeſt to this eſſect ; let us 
ponder the matter over and over, and fix our 
thoughts on this truck, till we become really perſuaded 
of it. Amidſt all our purſuits and deſigns 


what 


at. ſame object or other, in conjunction wherewith: | 


with glittering vanitics, would fix on that ſupream 


the one faileth the other doth riſe : when our nas | 
rural inclinations proſper, and the creature is exalt- : 


but when carthly object wither away, and loſe their 


us 
e ee wht nents 706 
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what do 1 aim? Can the groſs and muddy pleaſures 
of ſenſe; or A heap of white and y yellow earth. or the 
and affection of filly creatures like myſelf, ſa- 

zisfy any rational and immortal powers? Have I not 
tried theſe things already ? Will they have a high- 

| ex reliſh, and yield me more contentment to-morrow | 
than yeſterday, or the next year chan they did the 
laſt ? * There may be ſome little di qerence betwixt 

that which I am now purſuing, and that which I en- 

joyed before ; but ſure my former enjoyments did 

Abew as pleaſant, and promiſe as fair before 1 attain- 

ed . like the rain-bow. they look very glorz- 

us at a diſtance, but when 1 approached, I found 

nothing but emptineſs and vapour. O what a por 

| _rbing would the life of man be, ij ware opal 
of no higher enjoyments * 2 | = 


. nde inſiſt on this ſubject, and there is the 
| tes need when. L remember to whom I am writing. 
Ys, diy thee friend). you have bad as great experi- | 
. ence of the. emptineſs and, yanity of human things, 
aud have at preſent as few wordly engagements as a- 
ay that. 1 know. 1 have ſometimes reflected on 
. le paſſages of your life 'wherewith you have been 
ſed to acquaint me 3 and methinks through all 
_* n 2 deſign of the divine providence to 
Wan your affections from every thing waar 
The oe ph ber hd op hong pon * 
the doats, ta u to 
you bes be d. . 


endow - 
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endowments of nature, nor. the advantages of for- 
tune are ſufficient for happineſs : that every roſe 
bath its thorn, and there may be a worn the 
root of the faireſt gourd, ſome ſecret and undiſcerm-· 
ed grief which may make a perſon deſerve the pity of 
thoſe who perhaps do admire or envy their ſuppoſ- 
ed felicity. If earthly comforts have got too much 
- of your heart, I think they have been your relations 
and friends, and the deareſt of theſe are removedot 
of the world, ſo that you muſt raiſe your mind t6- 
wards Heaven, when you woald think upon them. 
Thus God hath provided that your heart be looſed 
from the world, and that he may not have any rivat 
in your affection, which I have always obſerved t 
be fo large aud unbounded, ſo noble — 


ed, that no inferiour "__— can rn —_—_ 


it. 7 EF O72 19 
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Sed, 12. When we have gf our corruptions 
 reftrained, and our natural appetites and inclinatigns 
towards wordly things in ſome meaſure ſubduęd, 
Ve muſt proceed to ſuch exerciſes hard Hs 
| 2 tendency 10 excite and awaken our diving 

hie: And firſt let us endeavour conſcientiouſly to 

an thoſe duties which Religion doth requigg, 
and whereunto it would incline us if it did prevanÞ 


in our Souls. If we cannot get our Iota diſpo- 
- Gtion preſently changed, let us ſtudy at leaft to re- 
* gulate our outward deportment ; it our hearts be 

not yet inflamed with r OET 7 
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not i affirm that it is aliogether uſeleſs ; 
ways good to be doing what we can, for then God is, 


in the Soul of Mai 75 
* 


328 to that infinite Majeſty, by at- 
tending to his ſervice, and liſtening to his word, by 
ſpeaking. reverently of his name, and praifing his 

exhorting others to ſerve and obey him. 
If we want that charity and thoſe bowels of com- 
Paſhon which we ought to have towards our neigh- 
baurs. yet we muſt not omit any occaſion of doing 
them good: If our hearts be haughty and proud, 
we muſt nevertheleſs ſtudy a modeſt and humble de- 
portments Theſe external performances are of lit- 
tle value in themſelves, yet they may help us for. 
ward to better things : The Apoſtle indeed telleth 
us, that, bodily exerciſe profiteth little ; but he ſeemeth 


it is al- 


wont to pity our weaknels, and aſſiſt our feeble en- 
deavours : and when true charity and hnmility and 
other [graces of the divine ſpirit comes to take root 
in dur Souls, they will exert themſelves more free- 
Wind with the leſs difficulty,if we have before been 
acuſtomed to expreſs them in our outward conver- 

fation. Nor need we fear the imputation of hypo- 


criſy, cho our adtions do thus ſomewhat out- run 


qu aſſections, ſeeing they do. ſtill proceed from a 
kw of our duty, and our deſign. is not to appear 
ubm pee pr N 4 
"WER But, ind atv have x more ime | 
murcia influence on, the Soul, to mould it to a2 
ate temper and frame, — 

nent. 
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A us at leaſt e hat yh is our e 12 . 
would be our happineſs ſo tö dd: Let us lament: 2 
che diſkonour done unto him by fobfiſh and 717 _ 8 
men, and applaud the adorations that are given him | 
by that Viz and glorious wee Let 

| 4 reſign and yield e up ünto Rim a thon 
times to be governed by Bis 4408, aud drſpofed bf 
at his Tpleaſure ; "and though our” ſtubborn” Warts 
ſhould fart back and fefuſe, yet let us conte before 
him we are convinckd his will 4s 4lways Juſt and 


good and therefore defire him to do with us whatſoys' 40 
ever he pleaſeth 6 whether we wilt or not. © Abd fo, « 
for begettinig in us an uhiverfal chitiry towards min, 111 
R 22 be frequently © püttiug up Wilkes for their * 
hap ines and blefling every Perfon that we fer and” — 

we have done any thiby for the relief of the Y 

y milerable, we may ſecond'ir with crne ſt deffreß chat «1 
God would tike care of chem and deliver hen t 
r 
This me evict een u \wilines, *. 

and when” oe are) enplepisg the' powers that we 1 

| have, 2 fie of Got is , Miike in nd's | 
as of our Soul beyoad che pitch of na- n 

ture, ay give 3 divine impreſſion; and after 2 
. 9 elt find car 1 1 

WY 


3 — — i theſe lng e g. 3 — 


in the Soul of A. 


QYsy 7's 
4s $000 * kau. Ji. fy * W = 
He ; fate ee that 

_ 4 virtue and glory 
* be 4 t 
he 797 een % ge N 


& energy bf ty wad and ſferit 4 can do Al things. 
I humbly ſeek thy aid, and ſhall I ſeek it in vain ? 
—— vided 2 Agi eg and FHs ho laboid ut u- 


| * pearance of evil, g $hew: ane my, duty and teach me 


5 to diſcern the things that are excellent, Fix in n 
*\mind'a deep and ſerious fenſe of the eviidiridbdanger of 
n/greſfeng diy holy law, Hegel in me holy fear and 
«form me io un humble, watchful and dnulibug conduft. = 
"Suffer une wbt to fall into a fatal ignorance) of: my 
"own temper and " charatler : ſearch. me and {ry me 
Sund ſte if there he any evil way in me and lead me in 
ale way everleſting; Grant me an habitual ſclf-com- 
- © mand and-a:;ſerious.compoſure and feadineſs of mind : 

+ that-temipiations id ſin may nob-prevail.; aver me nor 


 *4dawful enjoymeuis betray me into; cuil. 4% me to 


* be moderate un. all things : raiſe.iny,heatt-abave-this 


world; and poſſeſs my breaft with all devout, kind 


Dc. 


| urns 


affetfions. Touch me My Mats; ens 
12 Mart Poco the unh of thy eomimimaiments; 
P ion 4 tha 
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| * cious God, on my endeavours tq work out uy lee 
con: that the fruit of all may be unto holineſs and the 
end N life Ee d e 
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Means of forming a Religious Temper | * 
r 5 6 it 
| On 
— recommended ar en Irmo of the 
Religion. For inflance Set. 2 (1) Meditat ou ab 
on the ies of the divine nature. Sect. 3 m 
(2) On 'Goll's goodneſs and love. Sect- 4 () On. 2 
the common Relation all men bear to God, and their m 
© participation” of his image. Sect. 5 (4) On | th 
dignity of our nature. Sect. 6 (5) On the joys of * 
- heaven. Sect, 7 (6) On our own failings compared wh 


with the divine excellencies. II Set. 8 Prayers 
particularly mental. III. Gold, 9. nn 
- tendance on the Lord s Supper. - & Prayer. - — 


22 N 


Sect. 1 N 
tingthat holy and divine temper of ſpirit, 
which is the ſubje& of the preſent diſcourſe: And il 
Ge ep rm pn cl EN 


our Region, and that doch 29168 the certainty ; 
impor- 


ay 


1 1 which is ordinari- | 


ly given to divine truths is very faint and languid» 
very weak and ineffeQual, flowing only from a blind | 
inclination to follow that Religion which is in faſhi- 
on, or a lazy indifference and unconcernedneſs whe- 
ther things be ſo or not, Men are unwilling to 
quarrel with the Religion of their country,and fince 
all their neighbours are chriſtians, t 


eonſider t he evidences of thoſe truths, or to ponder 
the importance and tendeney of them: and thenee 
it is that they have ſo little influence on their affeRt- 
ons aud practiſe. Thoſe fpiritleſs and paralitich 
thoughts, (as one doth rightly term them) are not 
able to move the will, and direRt the hand. We 


| muſt therefore endeavour to work up our minds to 
2 ſerious belief and full perſuaſion of divine truths 
- unto a ſenſe and feeling of ſpiritual things: Our 

thoughts muſt dwelt upon them till we be both con- 
_ vinced of them, and deeply affected with them. Let 


us urge forward our ſpirits, and make them approach 


the inviſible world, and fix our minds upon hea- 
© venly things, till we clearly perce 
© yo dreams, nay that all things are dreams and ſha- 
dous beſides them. When we look about us and be- 


ive that theſe are 


| hol the beauty and magnificence of this goodly 


tame. the order and harmony of the whole creation, 


I our from thence take their flight towards 
2 —— wiſe and goodneſs, which did at 


«„ WOT — fir 
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to be ſo too ; but they are ſeldom at the pains to 


— — 


— — — — 


— 2 


ow ni ti od" 


A e od, 2 5 gi cg wy 
[the ſame. . ec} upon e : 
conſider tha | t curigus engines # 
out Facing vB y © aniſed animals; . 

"there is more in us than | felh an ad blood whe 


even. a divine {park,capable of knowing lovi 


N 


enjoying our Maker; powers t hat ae after k ry 
mortality, and che nature and. capacity of hich 
make, us accountable | to the Father of Spirits abd 
point to to a future. world : asthe place of their full exer= 0 
tion, and nobleſt enjoymapts Let us often with. 
w our. thou ts from | is rth, this ſcene of mi- 
ery , folly, aud fin, and raiſe them towards that more 
b. and glorĩqus world. he innocent and bleed he: 
anpof which (alace themſelyes exerually in the d 
vine preſence, and know no other paſſion, hut an un- 
mixed joy,and, an. unbounded love. And tin h- 
| ider how the blefled Son of God vas ſent into this 
| lower world to live among us and die for us, that he 
| {might bring us to 2 portion of the-ſamt felicity.'s 
- and think how he hath overcame the ſhargueſs, of 
i | » deathi, and opened the kingdom of Heaven to all he- 
| | —— down. on the right band, ofthe 
| A. and is not the leſt / mindiul of ys, 
. 
eme to Cod by kim, and is daily vifting hi: chnzeh 


N 

N 

| 1 influences * pere reacheth 
jth his beams. noLliy 10 20% Jie + 
| | 2 — — : 
| Heb. 1. 6. oh 

| | 
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Sed. 2 The ſeriqus and frequent confideration 
Lk be wine. Gring paces 60k and. 
PiAPtr method 10 beget that lively faith which is the | 
doypdation of Religioo, the ſpring and root of the 
Gixins life. Let me further ſuggeſt ſome particular 
ſubjects ofmeditation fot producing the feveralbranch+ 
be}: And firſt, to. inflame our, Souls with che 
God, les us conſider the excellency of his nas 
qure,aud | his love: and kindueßb towards us. It is 
litthe we knom of the, divine perſections, and yet 
that little may ſuffice to fill out Souls with admirar 
tion and love, to raviſh our aſſe ions, as well as to 
Faiſe our wonder: for we arc not merely creatures 
of ſenſe, chat we ſhould be incapable of any other 
aſſectien hut that which entereth by he eyes. The 
renn 


it i any the colo 
roportionz. "bx 


1. » by 
would likens may» le 6 much . 


e m A did p08 zepeclent ſome vital perſeBion, We 


Alber {ec-or appribend fame greamels of mind, or | 
xagour cs per or Jweetneſs * 
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ons are not obvious to the fight, the” eyes cats ouly 


difcern the figns and effes of them! and if i. be 
the underſtanding that directs the aflect ion, and vital 
perſoctions prevail with it, certainly the excellencies 
of the divine nature (the traces whereof -we cannot 


but diſcover im every thing we behold) would hl: 


fail to engage our hearts, if ue did-ſerionſly vie & 


regard them. Sball we not be infiniteſy more trank 


Ported with that almighty wiſdom and-goadrieſ 
which fills the univerſe, and diſplays itſelf in alf the 


| ereation, which eſtabliſheth the frame of nature, uni 1 | 


mn een 8 and kerp- 
the faint rays of the ſame perfetions which we meet 
with. in our fellow creatures ? Shall we doat dn 
he ſcattered pieres of a rude and imperfe@t piffotr, 
and never be aſſected with the origindl beauty? 
This were an unaccountable flupidity and blindacſs: 
whatever we find lovely in a friend or ĩn a faint ought 


not to engroſs, but to elevate our aſſectiom me 


ſhould conclude with ourſelves, that if there beſo 


much ſweetneſs ih a drop, there muſt'beinkiviedy 


more in the fountain / if there be ſo wan” ET 
| in a ray, what muſt the ſun be in its glory? - 


Nor can e alledge the remoteueſs nd 
us if God werene too great 2 diſtance for our 
verſe or our love: fur — 


| 3 him 1 8 


GS my N 
> 


Fate 


7 


Fe e we. hall be fure 36 find. his im 


inthe Soul: of Mii. 


upon us, waiting as it were to catch a look, ready 


d entertain the moſt intimate fellow ſhip and eommu- 


mion with us. Let us therefore endeavour to raiſe 


dur minds to the cleareſt conceptions. of the divitle - 
| nature; Let un conöder ell that his works do declare 

wr his word doth diſcover of him unto us, and let 
1 us eſpecially cqutemplate that viſihle repreſentation of 
Z im which was made in our nature by his Son: who 


wanne brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of 


Au perſon, and who appeared in the world to diſco» 


ver at once what God: is, and what we aught to be. 
Ia u repreſent him unto our minds as we find him 
. deſcribed in the Goſpel.;; and there we ſhall behold 
the pexricQions of the divine nature, though covered 
 withaþe/ veil. of human infirmities : and when we 
: have: framed unto. ourſelves the cleareſt, notion that 
e can of a Being, infinite in power, in 
clgoodueds, the author and fountain of all perfedions. 
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Anbboraworld amb vifred mer with any bleffingey | 
when ah his -otktr:gifts-codld vf van he ar laſt 
ive his beloved Gow, 1 iefiify brig ufer, and avi 
ace, there The arroime which we have uf v 
Shviours Hfe in che Goſpel doth alt along preſent us 
with tbe ſlory of; Sd low 7 dll dhe ius that be 


took and che uobles that he caduired were the word 


 derfol eſſedta and yticontrolable, uvidencms of it, Bbe 
O'har laſt, ihat / diſmal ſcene! Is it poſſihle to re- 
member it und queſtion the kindneſs und love of 
God towards bs, or deny him ours Here. here it 
is (my dear friend): chat we ſhouk! fix our moſt ſe; 
raous,. and fohemn thoughts, tht Chriſt muy dwell in 
in love may be able veicomprehind i u u Saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height: 
und ts how ths boeaf Chr which pnfſeth hnowledge, 
— "dv filled ui al the filndſs oft G = 
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% na of GOD 


n = b 
our 08, to be gracious 
| unto us, wreſtling as it were, with the Rubbotninth 
of our bearts, anil eſſaying every method to recliinh 


Bs. We ſhould keep 2 regiſter-ini our minds of all 


eminent bleſſings and deliverances we have inde 
with; ſome whercof have been ſo conveyed, that 
we might clearly perceive they were not the iſſues of 
chance, but the gracious effects of the divine favour, 


and the ſignal returns of our prayers;: + Nor ought 


we io imbimer the thoughts of theſe! things with any | 


harſh and unworthy ſuſpicion, as if they were defigt- 
ed on purpoſe to enhanct out guilt, and heighten our 
eternal damnation. No, no, my friend, God as 
love, and he hath no pleaſure in the rain of his area 


turest if they abuſe, his goodneſs, and turn his gras | 


— and thereby plunge chemfelate me 

the greater depth of guilt and miſery : chls i the 
| effe& of their ——— 3 
l benefits which he beſtows.”. 8 e 
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11 theſe conſiderations had: once begotten, in or 
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God, that would eaſily lead us unto the other 
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rn N up a chem. ey ure 
a Tn To ſth of ubem be taketh ſpecial cart, and 
id Toe bs: ke Ka e e eee 

alt {| Having laid the deſigns of their happineſs before the 
md || Foundations of the world, and being willing to live 
nt | and converſe with them to all the ages of eternity. 
ies of The meaneſt and moſt contemptible perſon whom 
aur, we behold. is the off-ſpring of Heaven, one of the 
nr be may behave himſelf of that relation, ſo long as 
fight God hath not abdicated and diſowned him by a fi- 
1 Gur nal ſentence, be will have us to acknowledge him as 
od as bone of his, aud as ſuch to embrace him with a fin- 
ae deere and cordial affedion. Yeu know what a great 
3 "regard'we are wont to have for, thoſe that do, any 
* 


reer 
"fed" to take in them, and conſider that every Soul 


"is dearer unto him, than all the material world; & 
"that ke al eee 


TE redemption. | 


ms ABER «ch n 4 
r A have fill fo much of his image flamped up- 
de dem, as may oblige and excite us to loye them: 
a+ -- | | an 


4 "Py 4; 5 for 1 
Souls, and "difincingling our afſeRions from the 
Pleaſures and enjoyments of this lower life, let us fres 
quently ponder the'exceliency and dignity of our uns- 
ture, and what 4 ſhameful and unworthy thing it 
is lor ſo noble and divine a creature as man, to be 
funk and-immerſed in brutiſh and fenſual luſta, or 
amuſed with Wry and phantaſtical delights, and fo te 
loſe the reliſh of ſolid and ſpiritual pleaſures: that 
the deft, ſhould be fed and panipered, and the man 
and the chrifitfan be Rarved in us. Did we but 
mind who we are; and for what we were made, tb 
would teach us in a right ſenſe to reverence and 
It awe of ourſeſvts, it would beget MCT 
und ſhamefacetneſs, and make us = and 


—— —ͤ—ͤ—ä If our hea> 
'venly country'be much in our thoughts, it will make 
us as ſtrangers and pilgrims to abſtain from Hey lus 
which wer #gainſl the "Soul, and keep ourſelves xiſÞob- 
þ er wo rae 8 


, 


ments and felicities of the other... But they we. maſk 
ſee that our notions, of Heaven be not groſs aus 
carnal ; chat we dream not of a Mahomelap, paraq 
diſe; nor reſt on thoſe metaphors. and fmilitudes h 
which theſe joys are ſometimes repreſented, {or this 
| might perhaps have a quite contrary effect: it,might 
| intangle us further in carnal. affections, and we | 
fhould be ready 10 indulge ourlelvesgn a very lihey 
ral forctaſte of thoſe pleaſures: wherein we had plas 
ced our everlaſting felicity. .. But when we.come 
once to conceive aright. of thoſe pure and ſpirizug] 
pleaſures ; when, the happineſs. we propoſe: 0 oh 
ſelves is from the fight and love and enjoyment, 
God, and our minds are filled with the hopes ax 
forethoughts of that bleſſed eſtate, O how, meap 
5 will all things here below appear in guy 
eyes ? with what diſdain ſhall we reject the. groſs 
and low pleaſures, that would deprive us of thaſe ce- 
leſtial 1 mY IIS 
berger apt 2% 2. 5A. 
a 7 51% 0 1 ne us 
5 _ 7 The laf brauch of Religion is, Hamil; 
4 and fyre-we.can never want matter of co 
on for begettivg it ; all our wickedncſs and imperſeQi- 
ons, all our follies and our fins may help to, pl 
down that fond and - overweaning conceit, whicly we 
er to entertain of ourſelves. That which makes 
any body eſteem us, is their knowledge or Apre- 
. of ſome little good, and their ignorance ofa 
great deal of evil that may be in uu; were 
| on.» — 4 
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der hearts in the beſt and moſt lerious day of our 


nie being expoſed unto publick view, would render 


us either hateful or ridiculous : and now howevet 
we conceal our failings from one another, yet ſure 
We are conſcious of them ourſelves, and ſome feri- 
s Yeflexions upon them, would much qualify and 


the ' vanity of four fpirits. This holy men 
= «flv | 


a. fond = and ſcandalous vices are in their na- 

* Horde than the furpriſals of temptati- 

beth infitmity; bur becauſe they were much more 

> when their own miſcariages, than on thoſe of 

r neighbours, and did conſider 'all the aggravati- 

— 4 one, and every thing that may be ſuppo- 
nene eee other. 

Fenn 
Zut it is neh eee thee the 
deepeſt and moſt pure humility doth not ſo much 


aviſe from the conſideration of our own faults and 


defeRs, as from a calm and quiet contemplation of 
the divine purity and goodneſs. . Our ſpots never 
ſo clearly, as when we place them. beforeithis 
8 and we neyer ſeem leſs in our dun 

es, than when we look down upon ourſelves from 


r That bunglity vbich car 


efoughly 1 with us, they would « quickly 
ange their opinion. The thoughts that paſs in 


really to think worſe of themſelves, than 
n in the world: not but they 


a high. 0 how lutle, how nothing do all thofe 4 
ws of perfection then appear, for which we are 
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ch from a view. of our own finſulaeſ and ifm 

is more turbulent and boifleroys; | 4 0 2 
eth full as ow. ind wiutech nothing 
and vexation wherewith our ———ů— 
CES en the ed har 


Self. 8. "There © remains yet jr another . means be 
2 holy and — ga in the 0 
oul: "te ee hay page 1 


ath promiled his holy ſpirit 10 them 2 
In cayer we make the neareſt approaches Ge 
lie open to the influcnces of N 


bay bat the ſun of Righteouſneſs de 
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tall you, that there is one ſoryof prayer herein wo 
wake uſe of the you, which ig nene in ꝓublick, 
— lomezimes have Ms own adyanizgrs in pri- 

and, another he ah we. aer no 
bound, yeh we comet the, exyreſhions. 2nd form 
—— t were in EP minds i Res gi 
t 


more ublime kind 2 wheres 
beg a bi cher fight a 1 i its 
Fr 14 „ 5 e it rtcth ii - 


be (il 17 55 1 0 towards Cock, in ghs IP 


Þ fo 
| gram a, ep contemp Jn Bart? . 2 2 


fedlions : appearing in all his works of wonder, it ad- 
+drefſeth itſelf unto him 1 in the profoundelſt adoration 
2 his M. en aud Glory: or when after fad reflex- 
5, on its vifenels und iſcarriages, it proſtraies it- 
If bebre him with che greateſt 75 and for- 
-row, ngt daring to ift up its eyes, or utter que word 
828 n conſidered the 
neſs, and the unſpea licity of 

| * Alas are t good, it © 
ſendeth up ſuch 1 vigorous and ardent defires, as no 8 
wards can way: cxprels,continving aud repeat- 
each of theſe acts as lo as it Gnds irfelf upheld 
2 * and n | the r mediraii- 


__ Th onal pryer a lk the ol cc 
dun +6 purify the Soul, and diſpoſe it nuto a holy 


94 The Lie of GOD ** 
— NERO" powerful ine 
ſtruments of the diviue life: and it may be the A 
poſtle hath u pinticiilar reſpect unto it when he farts 
that the Spirit kelpeth our infirmities, making tnterchſ@ 
Joon for its, with" groenings hat tinthot be uttered; br. 
as the original may bear, that cannot be worded.” Vet 
1 da nor {9 recommend this ſort of prayer, as to ſu- | 
perſede the © ule of the other ; for we have ſo 2 
ſeveral things i pray for, that every petition 1 
His nature, quireth ſo much time, and ſo great an 
attention of Spirit, that it were not caſy therein ic 


overtake them all: to ay nothing that the deep 1 


ſighs and heavings of the heart which are wont 18 
accompany it, are ſomething oppreflive t to nature. | 
make it hard to continue. long in them. But cer- 


tainly a few of ihele inward, aſpirations will da a 


more than a gra many fluent and n exprelſ- 
ions. ö of, | 

Seck. 9. Thus (my dear det I have brief 
Propoſed the method which T judge proper for 
moulding the Soul into a holy frame + and the 
ſame means which ſerve to beget this divine temper, 
muſt fill be praiſed for ſtrengthening and advanc- 
ing it: and therefore 1 ſhall recommend but one 
more for that purpoſe, and 'tis the frequent and 
couſeientious attendance on the Lord's Supper,which 
is peculiarly ,, appointed to nouriſh and increafy 
ar 99 n 
Soul 


and; affault, it with a hol 
And certainly the neglect or careleſs perſormance of 
his duty, is one of the chief cauſes that reftraineth 


in dle Sout of Fen. * 
Seul.*, All che jnftruments of Religion 


n do meet to- 
gether in this ordinance ; and while we addreſs our 
{ly unto jt, we are put to practiſe all the rules 
which were mentioned before. Then it is that we 


bd hs hs ME. 


our minds raifed to > the higheſt comempt of the 


world, and every grace doth exerciſe itſelt with the 


greateſt activity and vigour : all the ſubjects of con- 
templation do there preſent themſelves unto us with 


the greateſt advantage ;. and then, if ever, doth the 
Soul make its moſt powerful ſallies toward Heaven, 


holy and acceptable force. 


our religious attainments. al makes ws dentiace of 


| eee D -7A! N. 
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But it is time * 8 Jetzer 
add pods. a far greater bulk than at firſt 1 
-thtended: Ii theſe poor papers can do you the ſmall- 


eſt. ſervice, 1 ſhall think myſelf very happy in this 


undertaking : at leaſt I am hopeful you will kind- 
ge the fincere eudeayours, of a perſon who 
i een d Au i ue 1 would 
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on Scriptural Principles. in Dr. Bell's Pratt» 
cal Enguiry into the Deſign of the Lords Supper. print- 
71 for Rivington, price 1% E. 
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4% e b mg grits Gl; Na Me 
* tajn 'of merey and goothtafs, who haft bleſſed ur 
- wit en of ea erf. and the way that 
-* learleth vnto it, excite in our Souls ſuch ardent defies 
| . gfter the one, as may put un forth to-the diligont proſe- 


:* cution- of the others Let us neither preſume an our 


© own flirength, nor diſtruſt thy divine afſilance ; but 
_ © while we are doing our utmoſt endeavours, teach us 
ill do depend on thee; for Jucceſs. © Oper our % O 
 ® God, end deack us out of thy law, Bleſs us with an 
+ exe and tender ſenſe of aur duty, ond a hnowledge 
% difcers perverſe things. 0 that our ways wore ut 
+ refed to keep thy flatutes, then Mall we not he dam 
| led, when zus have pet unto all thy commantiments. 
. our hearts with a generous and holy diſdain 

* of all thoſe poor enjoyments which the world holdgth 
out to allure us, that they may never be able to invei- 
tbr cette, or bethay us to any fin : Tun g- 
ey bur ches from beholding vanity, and quicken thow 


> ag Fill quy Souls with ſuch . 
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© p_ perſuaſion of thoſe great truths which thou haſt re- 
+ vealed in the Goſpel as may tfluence and regulate 
our whole converſations and that the life which we 
6 henceforth live in the fleſh, we may live through faith | 
* in the Son of God. O that the infinite perfection of 
* thy Bleſſed nature, andthe aſtoniſhing expreſſions of thy | 
8 ' goodneſs and love may conquer and over- our 
*hearls; that they may be conſtantly riſing towards thee 
in. flames of , devouteſt affetlion, and enlarging them- 

* ſelves in \ſincere and cordial love towards all the world 
* for, thy ſake ; and that we may cleanſe ourſelves from | 
e af fl 


n and ſpirit perfecting holineſs in 
+.* thy fear, without which we can never hope to behold 
and enn thee. Finally O God, grant that the con- 
* fideration. of what thou art and what we ourſeluas are 


bay x. the ſrong el and moſt ardent aſpirati- 

eng towards thee. We defire to reſign and give up 

© © gagſelves ty, the condudt of thy hoy ſpirit, lead us i 

e e and tegch us, for thou art the Gd of our al. 

* vation. Guide us with thy counſel and afterwards ra- "I 

* cezue 9 7 G gy thy mercy r gracein S 
Amen, 
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bol Fan le and lay us low before thee, and al- 
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4 1 fort Prayer af rijngi in th i Morag 


5 | I = dect me, 0 Land before the 


thou ghts of this World take poſſeſſion 
in my mind, to lay hold on the firſt op- 
portunity | this day affords me, of worſbip- 
ing Thee my Creator and Covernoür. 1 
adore the perfecti ons of thy Nature; and 
acknowledge thy undeſerved Goodueſs to 
me. I bleſs thee for every inftance of it, 
thro' my whole life : and at this time par- 


ticularly, for the watchfuFclivof thy good 


Providence, by which I haye been ſecured 
from the dangers of the laſt night. I en- 


treat of Thee alone, as the Father & Judge 
. of Mankind. the Pardon of every, willful 
” Ippſgreſſion, | and omiſſan,, of * oo | 
ke * Dic / g 4 
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thro' d like. . 
Terms only, which the holineſs of th 


Nature. and the declarations of Jeſus Chil 
: ry hay: t 40 use) I here ackno la 


e myſelf thy creature and thy ſervant, 
— the Diſciple of thy Son: and as ſuch 


obliged by all the ſtricteſt ties of Dat 
ae. and Intereſt, fe to ſearch 
out and perform thy will ; and never will- 


fully to offend: againſt thy holy laws. I 
now on 51 Fatherly goodneſs towards 


* Thee, the Govergayr 
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Res, before” mi eyes 4e cloſe@with 
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: faſt ackiiowfedgetmens'6f this Day 4 1 


cy good Providence, to — Sf le 


a. Forms 4. * =Y | 
which I have been defended. from all the 


great Evils, both Natural and Moral, wich 
which this imperfect State ſo much 


abounds. Whatever of Good or Happir 
nefs I enjoy, to. thee 1 * the pratie ol it, 


and to thy Favour. willful imper- 
fections and failings ; 12 


and Neglects, in any inf Faves of thy Law 


and my, Duty, I truly repent. of. 1 


the Shame of them to myſelf; and 

the pardon of them . from th Fatherly 
| Mercy and Goodneſs alone, Forgive s me 
TI befeech Thee, upon the terms of thy 
| Son's Goſpel, whatſoever Thou haſt ſeen 
amiſs in any part of my Conduct, thro the 
paſt-day : and take me, and all in 
T am concerned, into thy Care an 
tection chro this night. Defend us 775 
be thy. holy will, from the deſigns of eyil 
men; and from every thing 
hurtfull. 


And lead us all in the 


— 2 happineſs,: thro thy F atherly, 
neſs, and thy love to mankind. declared by 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; in h 
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Forms of Prayer. 103 
Our Father whi which art in Hennen; Hal- 
S | Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will = — Earth, as it is in Hen- 
ven. Give us this Day our daily Bread. 
And forgryr us our Trefſpaſſes, as we forgive 


thi mat Treſpaſs againſt us. Ard lead us = 


| > by rb tation; But deliver us from 
|: For thine-is the Kingdom, the Power: 
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0 co * art be 1 
Vl od bf alt Beings... and glorious in 
H Perſection. I thine Creature {| 
und Servant, with: a ſeriaus Senſe off my = 
Own manifold imperieftions, approach. thy 
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portion af th Favor. But, O Lorduhe 
| Goodneſs: aud Rectitude of, thy Nature, z 
and thy Holy Goſpel preached by chy Son 
Jeſus Chri ft;enrcourage me to bope in Ther 


as his Disciple, in ex pectatqn 
vour ũponthe Terms dec lared in that Coſpeh 


thought, every word, and every action, by 
which I have in the leaſt degree offended 
Thee, or tranſgreſſed the rules of Virtue, 
and true Religion, from the begi 
my rational Life; to chis hour. 
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the time to come: and hoping on 
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praiſe Thee! for eve- 
df thy . Regards to — 
es ae Om of Meh. T b 
"that when ir pleuled Thee te wing 
| tie io Being he ze made capable of ktowin 

_ and ichitating "F hes ard of enjoying | 
Favour,” I bleſs Thee that I have heen 


which I have received many and great Ad- 
vanes,” Aſſfiſtances, and Opportunities, 
towards the anſwering the true deſign of 
my Creation; 1 bleſs Thee: th by che 
Diſpotkions of thy geod Providence, 1 
have been led io a juſt ſenſe of the encel- 
of Virtus, and of the importance of 
eiue Religion z and that this Senſe hath, 
blen improved by the beſl Examples and 
Srutiments of Ochers, and by many pecu+- 
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reaſonable hope of being immortally 

py hereafier. For theſe and all thy Me 
cies, which: reſpect another and a better 
life than the preſent, my Seul doth mag- 
nify Thee, O Lord, and all the Pepe 
es me prai ſe thy Holy W 7 * 2 


dies me) to negleli to For 47215 
thoſe mauy inſtances of thy Mercy. by 
which Thou haſt made my eſtate in this 
ſhort but uncertain life, much happier 
chan it could have been. without them: for | 
affording me not only the neceſſary ſup- 
ports, but many of the moſt defireable e 
veniences of ſuch a ſtate. Continue, 0 
Lord, I beſeech Thee, theſe thy temporal 
Favours ta me; if Thou ſeeſt it conſiſtent 
with my chief and eternal Good: if not 
lead me to eternal life in whatever paths 
thou ſeeſt fit. 12 69 7 myſelf; and all my 
| _ Concerns, into thine Hands; and. entzeat 
Thee to, be myGuide, and e, 1 
de deach. Let the Senſe of theſe thi 


ſerved mercies inſpire me with fuck 
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are ſtill in me; direct me to the know- 
ledge of them, and to the proper means of 
. an end to them : And aſſiſt me, 
y all the methods of thy wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, in the great work I have td do: 
the per fecting my mind in all that is - 
excellent: and the working out of my fal- 
vation in the methods agreeable te thy 
: Tae and to the Obligations of a 
nable Creature, and moral _ 


on I esch thee likewiſe to be merciful 

to'the whole world. Inlighten the dark 
Torners of it with the true knowledge of 
Thee, and of thy Goſpel, in its ſimplicity: 
and ſow the ſeeds of all Virtue and hap- 
Jineſs in all parts of it. Lead all profeſ- 
Chriſtians to Truth,and 3 

an 


n 


1 108 Forge. A 
— chat fo they * 

0 e an e mee 

FMuion, 
ave Qppreſpen. : 
td all cat p 
diſturb the Word. 


10 open ch 


tion, whic 


the curbulent ſpirits, and * the un- 


e nim 


ien gf Juſtice 

Eo on 15 

. 
it. Lead alt the Min 7 

49 ach thy b nn city; 

2 — their exan doctrine, to; 

r ho bear e 


ED S177 be 


9 | 
Quiez 


en, gal 4F E 


104 I's = i | ; | | 
& * 
- - thy 2 ö 0 * * 4 
W x . - 
- - * 14 * * 
# * * een. 


S888 fd 


by 
© 
-y 


Forms . of cer. 1 199 
aflided Perſons ; af hatſoev 
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who are in a ſtate of — ah of of Mind, or 
Fain of Body; · State of. want ar fo 

Perſecmian, or Qppreff e giving 
them all the pports 8 nces ſy; 
able to their ſevera} diſtreſſes: and, in thy 
gpod s n 1 lj out of all chein 
calamities. all in whom I am morg 
vearly. < , with everything truly 
dend for them. Shower down thy mere 
dies on myf — and FS; grants 
ing them all happineſs here and hercafcer, 
| Forgive all my Enemies, if ſuch there be; 

and thew oy mency noms them. | 


{ Finally, 0 Lord, Pardon all my pad 
uns; Guide and. govern, me. by thy Holy, = 
Spirit, in my fincere Endeavoyrs to attain, 
everlaſting life. Promote my trne happi- 
nels, as thop ſeeft fit : and merciſully rea 


celye me, and may imperſect ſervices, aer 


cording to efs declared by thy, 

Well-belqyed Son Jeſus Chnilt; by whom. 
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neſs, and Power; glorious in 3 
that can be truly called Perfection; We 
thy creatures and thy ſervants, would de- 
fire to proſtrate ourſelves before thee,” in 
the deepeſt ſenſe of our own unworthy- 
| neſs, and of thy lovely and incomprehen- 1 
ſible perfections: Acknowledging the oe 
ries of thy Nature, as it is in itſelf ; 
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_ of thy Creatures. 8 
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We praiſe Thee for thy a Goodneſs in 

ur pre ſeivation here, ever ſince We were 
brought into. Being: not only as it reſpects 
this World, in which we now, live; but as 
by i it we are enabled to make the better 
viſion for our everlaſting intereſt. in the 
Warld to come; and have greater oppor- 
tunities, of improving our Souls in Vir- 
tue, and of ſecuring our happineſs for e- 
ver. More paiticulatly we now bleſs. Thee 
r che care of thy providence over us, by 
which we. have, B preſerved. in ſafety 
Through the. paſt, | Day, or Night, ] and 
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diſtreſſes. 
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| 55 bounty and goodneſs, manifeſted to 
through every part of our lives, to this 

time; to thank Thee for that meaſure of 

l bealth, and Strength, and Quiet. which 

We have hitherto enjoyed; for the Com- 
forts: and ſupports of all theſe neceſſaries and 
conveniencies, without which We ſhould 
we much more unhappy in this ſtate, than 
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© ternal life and glory : for the great hap- 
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Mat We habe not lived as becomes rea- 
ſonable Creatures called to the knowledge 

I ſuch à God, and of ſuch a Saviour: 
Many kave been our failings; many have 
been our omiſſions, .and neglects, in the 
rformance of our Duty, and in th? per- 
urſelvẽs im all virtue? Many have 
bed our offences in Thought. Word ang 
Deed, and apainſt thy divine Majeſty: and 
many are ſtill our imperſections. But, 0 
mer ciful 2 We ͤbeſeeck Thee in ne 


name of thy Son Jeſus Qriſti to. pardon 
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Judge“: that-ſo our irregular Paſſions may 
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upon our moſt Gracions Sqvereign. King 
GEORGE; and fo direct Him, and all 
that ve in Authority under Hime ; by ay 
i gracious: guidance, that they, may | 
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And now O. Lord, We again zommin 
durſelves, and all belonging to us, to thy 
gracious protection and care: May we! be 
inclined to refer ourſelves whollyto thee for 
_ what is truly neceſſary and good ſor us 
in this World; and above all we entteat 
Thee, effactually to diſpoſe the way of thy 
Servants towards theAttainment of everlaſi: 


ing Salvation-in-the: World to come ;: and 
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